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Foreword 


It is the duty of the chapter historian to prepare an annual statement of the activity, progress 
and spirit of the chapter. The following pages contain all of these reports which had arrived in 


the National office at the time of going to press. 
The statements as published have been subsected to as little editing as was possible. 


The 


blue pencil was used principally in deleting the list of names of initiates, which most chapters 


included in their reports. 
and which would aggregate several pages. 


This was done to conserve the space which such lists would require 


It was hoped to publish in this issue the biennial report of the National Historian, but he 
was not able to prepare his report in time owing to belated and meagre reports from the chapters. 


GAMMA CHAPTER 
University of Missouri 


As we are rapidly approaching the close 
of the school year, 1925-1926, it may be 
helpful to review briefly the more important 
accomplishments of the fraternity during 
the period. 

At the outset we should like to state that 
the administrative affairs of the fraternity 
have been handled in a very systematic, 
business-like manner. In the main, the 
programs have been outlined in advance, 
the meetings have begun on time and all 
items of business have been given due con- 
sideration. During the year several rather 
important matters have been before the 
fraternity. Foremost among these have 
been the granting of new chapters, the con- 
sidering of honorary memberships and the 
formulating of new policies concerning the 
future work of Gamma Chapter. Another 
item that has been given careful considera- 
tion has been the proposed amendments to 
the national constitution. 

The policy of the local chapter relative to 
meetings of the fraternity has been that of 
holding dinner meetings, semi-monthly, at 


6:30 o'clock. This may account in part for 
the unusually good attendance we have 
enjoyed throughout the year. 

The average attendance for the regular 
meetings has been slightly over twenty, and 
on a few special occasions, the attendance 
has been considerably more. Some of our 
visitors have been kind enough to make 
very favorable comments on the quality of 
the programs given. It is gratifying to 
know that the character of the initiations 
has been improved and all semblance of 
“horse play” has been discarded. 

During the year we have been very fortu- 
nate in securing many members of the 
faculty of the University of Missouri to give 
short addresses on themes that have been 
of special interest to the student members. 
The contacts gained in this way often make 
a greater appeal to the student than those 
secured in the classroom. 

Especially has the fraternity been hon- 
ored with the visits of several well-known 
educators from other institutions. Among 
these have been Professor Orville Brim of 
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Ohio State University, State Superintendent 
Will C. Wood of California, Professor S. A. 
Leonard of the University of Wisconsin, 
Superintendent J. J. Maddox of St. Louis, 
Professor S. A. Courtis of the University of 
Michigan, and Professor L. W. Williams, 
National President of Phi Delta Kappa. 
All of these men made very favorable im- 
pressions and gave interesting accounts of 
certain problems in the field of education. 
Gamma Chapter has made a splendid 
growth during the past year. Since the 
opening of the summer session, 30 new 
members have been initiated as well as a 
few others who have been received through 
transfers. At the present time there are 49 
local, active members and about 200 field 
members. It can be seen that Phi Delta 
Kappa is receiving greater recognition 
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among the honorary fraternities of the 
University of Missouri. 

The chapter has been trying to keep the 
field members in touch with what is going 
on by publishing the Gamma News. Two 
issues have been sent out which we believe 
compare favorably with those published by 
other chapters of the fraternity. The pub. 
lication is of regulation size, and is carefully 
printed and edited. In addition to the 
Gamma News, other communications have 
been sent from time to time to the members 
in the field. 

The past year has been a very successful 
one for the local chapter. Several brothers 
who have kept up with the program for 
many years agree that this has been the 
most profitable year that Gamma Chapter 
has ever experienced. R. A. Crouch 


DELTA CHAPTER 


Stanford University 


Fifteen business meetings have been held 
during the year and some of the most 
important items of business are noted in the 
brief summary given below. 

The first meeting of the school year, 
1925-26, of Delta Chapter was held on 
October 12. The meeting was given over 
to the reorganization and appointment of 
committees by the president. It was moved 
at this meeting that the chapter purchase 
new robes for initiation ceremonies. 

The next meeting was held on October 26. 
It was moved and unanimously carried at 
this meeting that the name of Superintend- 
ent Joseph Marr Gwinn, City Superintend- 
ent of Schools, San Francisco, be recom- 
mended to the National Council as a candi- 
date for honorary membership by Delta 
Chapter. The nomination was presented at 
the National Council Meeting in December 
and he was elected to membership. Delta 
Chapter initiated Superintendent Gwinn on 
January 3oth. 

At the meeting November gth, ten candi- 
dates for membership were unanimously 
chosen and were initiated December sth. 
The meeting of January 11th was given 
over to a report of the president on the 
meeting of the Eleventh National Council. 


At the meeting of February 8th thirteen 
new members were invited to become candi- 
dates for membership in our fraternity. 
The initiation was held jointly with Lambda 
Chapter, University of California, in San 
Francisco, February 27th. On March 8th 
Dr. Percy Davidson invited the chapter 
members to his home to hold the regular 
meeting, after which a social meeting was 
held. 

On May 3rd a special initiation was held 
for a candidate who was ill at the time of our 
joint initiation of February 27th. At this 
meeting Superintendent Gwinn, San Fran- 
cisco; Superintendent Bachrodt, of San Jose, 
and Dean E. P. Cubberly, gave interesting 
talks to the members attending. 

On May 24th Delta Chapter held a joint 
meeting with Pi Lambda Theta, Women’s 
National Education Fraternity. 

During the year six transfers were made 
to Delta Chapter and twenty-four new 
members, one being honorary, were initiated 
into the chapter. 

There have been seven professional meet- 
ings held during the year, addressed by the 
following brothers: 

Professor John C. Almack, “Phi Delta 
Kappa Ideals.” 
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Dr. J. C. DeVoss, “‘Race Intelligence.” 
Professor C. P. Stone, “Recent Investiga- 
tions Into the Psychology of Sex Develop- 
ment.” 

Dr. Karl Cowdery, “Occupational Inter- 
ests.” 

Professor Truman L. Kelley, “Nature 
and Nurture.” 

Mr. Elmer Staffelbach, “Federal Govern- 
ment and Education in the United States.” 


EPSILON CHAPTER 


Professor Percy E. Davidson, “A Func- 
tion of the Department of Education in a 
University.” 

Supt. of Schools J. M. Gwinn, “Higher 
Educational and Professional Standards for 
Senior High School Teachers.” 

Professor John C. Almack, ““The Develop- 
ment of a Monograph Series by Delta 
Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa.” 

O. T. Schmaelzle 


EPSILON CHAPTER 


University of Iowa 


The year, 1925-1926, has been one of 
activity and steady professional growth for 
the members of Epsilon Chapter at the 
State University of Iowa at Iowa City. 
Indeed, under the leadership of Frank D. 
Mesner, president of Epsilon Chapter, his 
fellow officers, and Dr. H. A. Greene, 
faculty sponsor, a series of meetings in 
which an earnest study of educational 
problems and fraternal good fellowship 
were combined added a notable chapter to 
the annals of the local fraternity. Moreover, 
the sustained excellence of Epsilon Bulletin, 
a sixteen-page, printed booklet, has pro- 
duced a close bond of contact between the 
men in the field and the group on the 
campus. 

At the annual Conference on Supervision 
and Administration which is held each fall 
by the College of Education and the Exten- 
sion Division of the University, a large 
number of Epsilon members, as well as 
representatives from other chapters, gather 
at lowa City. This year the annual Phi 
Delta Kappa banquet was held at the Hotel 
Jefferson on Thursday evening, October 1, 
1925. Professor F. B. Knight acted as 
toastmaster and talks were given by Dean 
Carl E. Seashore, President W. A. Jessup, 
former Dean W. F. Russell, Dean Paul C. 
Packer, and Superintendent John J. Mad- 
dox of St. Louis. 

The next meeting of Epsilon Chapter 
took place at Des Moines in connection with 
the State Teachers’ Convention held the 
first week in November. At the annual 
breakfast, Friday, November 6, 1925, some 
eighty members of Phi Delta Kappa, mostly 
from Epsilon, but a few from other chapters, 


assembled to renew friendships formed at 
the University and to listen to the program. 
Professor Forest C. Ensign acted as toast- 
master, and introduced Dr. Walter S. 
Athearn, Dean of Boston University School 
of Religious Education and Social Service, 
and one of the early initiates into Epsilon 
Chapter, who told of his work in the East. 
Superintendent W. H. Brooks, of Burling- 
ton, and Superintendent B. C. Berg, of 
Newton, gave brief talks, and Principal 
George E. Davis, of Keokuk, entertained 
with his customary humor. 

The first initiation of the year was con- 
ducted at the home of Professor Ensign 
and Mrs. Ensign, who with their usual hos- 
pitality entertained the Chapter at dinner 
on the evening of November 18, 1925. 
Following the dinner Dean Carl E. Seashore, 
outlined a scheme for the reorganization of 
higher education formulated by him as 
field representative of the Division of 
Education Relations of the National Re- 
search Council. 

Another meeting of the current year 
which members of Epsilon chapter remember 
with deep appreciation was held on the 
evening of January 21, 1926, at the Wisteria 
Tea Shop. Thirty-eight members, including 
the faculty of the College of Education, 
assembled to hear Walter A. Jessup, Presi- 
dent of the University of Iowa, discuss the 
trend of educational movements during ‘the 
past few years, a subject which he handled 
in a masterly and inspiring way. 

Throughout the year a series of luncheon 
meetings were held at which matters of 
business came up for consideration. This 
experiment resulted in an increased attend- 
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atice at business sessions of Epsilon Chapter 
and will probably be continued next year. 

At a meeting held on January Ig, 1926, 
at the Red Ball Inn, four candidates were 
initiated into Epsilon Chapter. This initia- 
tion was conducted with thorough success 
by members of the fraternity without the 
help of any members of the faculty. After 
the initiation Dr. George D. Stoddard 
addressed the group on the relationship of 
education to the scientific attitude. 

Dr. H. A. Greene and Mrs. Greene were 
hosts to Epsilon Chapter at a dinner on 
March 31, 1926. Following the dinner four 
candidates were initiated with appropriate 
ceremonies. 

A pleasant social event of the year was 
the joint meeting of Pi Lambda Theta and 
Phi Delta Kappa at the Red Ball Inn on 
the evening of March 25, 1926. A dinner, 
a toast program, and dancing, filled an 
evening that will be long remembered by 
members of both organizations. 

During the academic year four numbers 
of Epsilon Bulletin have come from the 


press under the capable editorship of Harry 
A. Cross and his assistants. The fifth and 
last number of Volume Six will appear dur. 
ing the summer session. These Bulletins 
have contained news of activities and 
projects undertaken both by members of 
Epsilon Chapter in residence at the Uni- 
versity, and in the field, accounts of meet. 
ings and initiations, short biographical 
sketches of initiates, and reviews of research 
problems completed by students in the 
College of Education. 

All in all the year just ended has been 
regarded as a most successful one by the 
members of Epsilon Chapter. A number 
of strong men have been taken into the 
fraternity to take the place of those lost 
through graduation. A serious interest in 
the problems of education has characterized 
all those who are working on research 
projects in the College of Education, and 
the leadership of Dean Packer and his 
associates on the faculty has been stimu- 
lating and helpful. Under such guidance 
Epsilon faces the future with confidence. 


IOTA CHAPTER 


Harvard University 


The most notable change in Iota Chapter 
of Phi Delta Kappa this year has been the 
resignation of Dean Holmes of the’Graduate 
School of Education as Faculty Sponsor. 
Dean Holmes has been connected with Iota 
Chapter ever since its organization. Mem- 
bers of the Chapter will recall his name, on 
their shingles, as one of the charter members. 
We regret very much that Dean Holmes 
feels compelled to give up his position as 
Faculty Sponsor but the increasing burden 
of directing a growing school seems to 
demand it. We are sure that his interest 
in and support of the Chapter will not be 
lessened by this change. 

The Chapter is very fortunate in having 
Professor Edward A. Lincoln to take the 
place vacated by Dean Holmes. Professor 
Lincoln has been proving his devotion to the 
Chapter for some years by his work as 
Faculty Comptroller. He is now serving 
the Chapter in the two offices of Faculty 
Sponsor and Faculty Comptroller. We have 
no doubt as to his ability to handle both. 


Brother Stoke, our representative at the 
National Convention held in Chicago this 
winter, brings back good news. Some of 
the policies for which Iota Chapter has been 
standing were proposed, by that body, as 
amendments to the Constitution. Iota 
Chapter has always contended that an 
honor organization should not debar men 
from membership for failure to pay dues. 
If the proposed change goes through, this 
policy will be adopted by the national 
organization. Field members, after two 
years of non-payment of dues become 
“nominal” members. They lose their 
rights of active membership but they are 
not excluded from the organization. The 
policy of centralization which has been 
urged by some members of the Fraternity 
and which seems to have been the policy of 
the national organization for the past few 
years, was also frowned upon by the Con- 
vention. A third proposed change to the 
constitution, which is in line with the policy 
of Iota Chapter is that of allowing individual 
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chapters to alter the initiation ceremony to 
suit their own needs. 

- The initiates to Phi Delta Kappa for the 
current year are of the usual high order of 
merit. Jota Chapter has always endeav- 
ored to make the Fraternity an honor so- 
ciety by maintaining rather high scholastic 
standards as a prerequisite for election to 
membership. 

One of two policies which the Executive 
Committee of Iota Chapter has had in 
mind for some time was carried out this 
year. It has been realized that members 
who are initiated after completing four half- 
courses, which has been the Chapter rule, 
have too short a time, in the spring, to 
become acquainted with the Fraternity. 
Since Iota Chapter is composed solely of 

aduate students the Executive Committee 
felt that the previous records, if used with 
care, could be accepted as evidence of 
ability, sufficient to justify election to 
membership, before completing four half- 
courses at Harvard. This year the Execu- 
tive Committee was able to carry out the 
idea and thereby give several men, who 
would have joined late in the year, nearly a 
full year of fellowship. It is hoped this 
policy may be continued. Another policy 
which the Executive Committee planned 
last summer they hope to carry out the 
coming summer. It is thought that there 
are a number of men of high calibre who 
attend only Summer School courses. If the 
Chapter is able to hold a summer initiation, 
these men will have the opportunity of 
becoming members. With the co-operation 
of the staff of the School, it is expected that 
such an initiation will be held during the 
coming summer session. 

Owing to the large number of candidates 
at each of the two initiations this year, it 
was found necessary to divide each group 
into smaller sections for the purpose of 
examining their theses. In the case of the 
first group of candidates composed of eight 
men, one meeting was held at which the 
theses of five men were discussed. The 
remainder of the theses were presented at a 
banquet meeting held in the Harvard Union 
on November 24, 1925. The candidates at 
the spring initiation were divided into three 
groups. The banquet given for this list of 
candidates at the Harvard Union on April 3, 


IOTA CHAPTER 


1926, was the largest initiation banquet 
meeting ever held by the Chapter. Fifty- 
seven men were present, twenty of them 
being initiates. 

During the year there have been fourteen 
meetings of the Chapter and ten meetings 
of the Executive Committee. The meetings 
of the Chapter were divided as follows: five 
meetings with speakers, one luncheon meet- 
ing during the summer session, two meetings 
for the discussion of national policies of the 
Fraternity, one meeting at which doctorate 
candidates discussed their theses and the 
remaining five, including two banquets, 
were connected with initiation ceremonies. 

The speakers who appeared before the 
Chapter are as follows: 

Mr. Herbert D. Bixby, “The Problem oj 
Educating the Gifted Child.” August 6, 1925. 

Mr. Norman W. Fradd, “A Neglected 
Fundamental in Physical Education.” Oc- 
tober 24, 1925. 

Professor E. A. Lincoln, “The Child of 
Pre-School Age.” December 18, 1925. 

Mr. L. M. Patton, “Some Experiments in 
Character Training in Boston Schools.” 
January 15, 1926. 

Professor Walter B. Cannon, “The Effects 
of Some Glands on the Bodily Functions.” 
February Ig, 1926. 

The meeting addressed by Professor 
Lincoln gave proof of his versatility. Owing 
to a misunderstanding in dates, the sched- 
uled speaker failed to arrive. Professor 
Lincoln ably filled the breach. The meeting 
addressed by Brother Patton of Alpha- 
Lambda Chapter was open to the public. 

The scholarship fund, which has been 
growing for some time, has at last reached 
proportions to justify the Chapter in offer- 
ing a fund to the Graduate School of Edu- 
cation. The scholarship given this year is 
only $100. The resources of the fund and 
the average income seemed to justify the 
assumption that an annual stipend of that 
size can be maintained. It is hoped that as 
the Chapter grows and the fund increases 
the stipend may be increased also. The 
holder of the newly founded Phi Delta 
Kappa Scholarship for the current year is 
Mr. R. L. McGuffin, who taught for three 
years in the Lebanon Boys’ School, Syria; 
the appointee for the coming year is Mr. 
Nestor I. Vincenty of Porto Rico. 
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THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 
LAMBDA CHAPTER 


University of California 


The end of another successful Phi Delta 
Kappa year is at hand. During the pre- 
ceding twelve months considerable advance- 
ment has been made on many lines: frater- 
nal, social, professional and educational. 

Summer session activities began with a 
bang on registration day and continued with 
increased zest throughout the session. 
Weekly luncheons were held in order to 
further the ideals of Phi Delta Kappa and 
the professional and fraternal advancement 
of members attending summer session. It 
was a pleasure to welcome many of our old 
members back as well as to receive Brothers 
in Phi Delta Kappa from other chapters. 
Brief talks were given by faculty members 
at these luncheons. Among the notable 
speakers were Drs. Swift, Smith, Koos, 
Bolton, Graves and Monroe. 

However the day of days for Phi Delta 
Kappans was Saturday, July 25. The 


morning was spent in games of various sorts 


‘ in the grove. It is only of Minor import- 


ance to note, however, that the Educational 
Faculty downed the P. D. K. Regulars in a 
hard-fought game of baseball. After a 
lunch in the grove the brothers adjourned 
to the Masonic Temple in Berkeley where 
nine neophytes were put through their 
paces. It was with considerable pleasure 
that we welcomed these men into our fra- 
ternity. 

The officers who were responsible for such 
a successful summer were: President, Lloyd 
Bernard; Vice-President, Clarence B. Allen; 
Corresponding-Secretary, Douglas Miller; 
Recording Secretary, Ross B. Wiley; 
Treasurer, Irving Waugh; Historian, Donald 
V. Spagnoli; Faculty Sponsor, George Kyte. 

Due to the fact, however, that certain of 
these officers found it impossible to return 
to the University for the coming year, the 
following were chosen to carry on their work: 
President, Clarence B. Allen; Vice-Presi- 
dent, John G. Smale, Jr.; Corresponding- 
Secretary, Beecher Harris; Treasurer, Ar- 
nold Joyal; Faculty Sponsor, L. H. Peterson. 

Meetings have been held at regular inter- 
vals throughout the year. After the com- 
pletion of the chapter business, professional 


talks by faculty members have been ten. 
dered. On September 16, we were addressed 
by Brother Van Wagenen, who told us in a 
very interesting manner some of the values 
of a testing program in connection with 
curriculum construction. Dr. Van Wagenen 
was followed by Dr. Kyte, who gave us a 
great deal of interesting information regard- 
ing the matter of time allotments in the 
schools of California. Dr. Swift spoke to 
us on October 7, on two topics: first, the life 
of Rousseau, and second, educational in- 
equalities in the United States. A profes. 
sional talk by Dr. Rice on November 11 on 
“Co-operative Supervision” proved of great 
inspiration to the brothers present. ‘‘Crea- 
tive Leadership” was the topic discussed by 
Dr. Hart on November 25. The first pro- 
fessional meeting of the spring semester 
was held on January 27. We were especially 
fortunate at this meeting to get some first- 


hand material from Dr. L. A. Williams, who _ 


had just returned from an inspection and 
study of the English schools. It was indeed 
pleasant to welcome Dr. Williams back into 
our fellowship after a six-months’ absence. 
Professor Rugh spoke to us on March 3rd 
on “A New Formula in the Study of Human 
Conduct.” A report on the proceedings of 
the Department of Superintendence of the 
National Educational Association was made 
by Dean Kemp and Dr. Swift on March 24. 
Dean Kemp and Dr. Swift represented this 
University at the meeting, which was held 
at Washington, D. C. They reported that 
there had been some progress in the attempt 
to create a national department of educa- 
tion with a secretary in the president's 
cabinet. We were again privileged to hear 
Dr. Van Wagenen on April 8, when he dis- 
cussed “A New Form for Reporting Edu- 
cational Data Regarding Pupils and 
Classes.” He was followed by Rudolph Lind- 
quist, who gave us some insight into the 
construction of a “Class C” curriculum. 
The value of all these talks to the members 
of Phi Delta Kappa cannot be overempha- 
sized. Following the talks fraternal brother- 
hood reigned high while “Coffee and” *was 


in order. 
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Phi Delta Kappa added sixteen men to 
her membership list during these two 
semesters. This makes a total of 25 new 
members during the year. 

The fall initiation was held on October 
31. Six men were initiated at this time. 

The spring initiation was held at the 
Masonic Temple in San Francisco on the 
afternoon of February 28. Repeating the 

rformance of the last few years, Lambda 
and Delta initiated jointly. The initiation 
banquet was held at the Whitcomb Hotel 
in the evening with Professor Sears of 
Standford (Delta Chapter) acting as toast- 
master. 

Brother Clarence Allen represented Lamb- 
da Chapter at the annual meeting of the 
National Council which met at Chicago 
during the Christmas holidays. He is to be 
congratulated on the manner in which he 
put over the job. A detailed report of these 
meetings was the order of business on 
January 13. 


MU CHAPTER 


Lambda Chapter takes this opportunity 
to call attention to the pleasure that it has 
been to us to have certain visiting brothers 
with us during the past year. Dr. Martin J. 
Van Wagenen, of the Minnesota Chapter, 
has been with us for the entire year, while 
Dr. Milo B. Hillegas, of Columbia, has been 
here during this spring semester. We hope 
they have enjoyed being with us as we have 
enjoyed having them. It likewise. gives us 
pleasure in welcoming Dr. Fletcher Harper 
Swift into our chapter list. His transfer to 
Lambda Chapter having just been com- 
pleted. 

There are many interesting incidents 
which have occurred during the past year 
but which need not be mentioned here. 
They have appeared in the various News 
Letters issued by the Chapter. The con- 
tinued success of the Chapter is assured if it 
passes next year as successfully as it has 
this one. 


Donald V. Spagnoli 


MU CHAPTER 


University of Texas 


Since its reinstatement in the spring of 
1924 Mu Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa 
has had two very active and successful years. 

Three initiations have been held in this 
Chapter since the beginning of the summer 
term of 1925, resulting in the addition of 
seventeen new members to the chapter. 
Thirteen of these members were initiated 
during the summer term, and four have 
been initiated during the present session. 
Two members have also come from other 
chapters, Dr. Manuel from Zeta Chapter 
and Mr. Baldwin from Beta Chapter. 

At the first meeting of the current year 
the following officers were elected for 1925- 
26: President, B. F. Holland; Vice-President, 
H. S. Van Roeder; Recording Secretary, 
A. E. Mackey; Corresponding Secretary, 
L. B. Cooper; Treasurer, H. Bachle; His- 
torian, J. N. Moseley; Faculty Sponsor, 
Dr. J. L. Henderson. 

Something of the kind of work that is 


; being done by the chapter this year may be 


seen from the following programs which 
have been carried out on the dates as given: 
October 22nd. Address by Dr. H. T. 


Manuel, “Being a Scientist is Honorable, 
But Dangerous.” 

November sth. Address by Mr. T. H. 
Shelby, “The History and Development of 
Junior Colleges.” 

November 1gth. A paper by Mr. L. M. 
Dimmitt, “Extra Curricular Activities in 
the University of Texas.” 

December 3rd. Initiation Ceremony. Two 
members were initiated. 

January 21st. A paper by Mr. F. J. Adams, 
“Results of Teaching in the University of 
Texas.” 

February 4th. A banquet for the wives 
and sweethearts of the members. A very 
delightful and well attended meeting. 

February 18th. A paper by Mr. Bertram 
Harry, “Tendencies in Certification of 
Teachers in the United States.” 

March 4th. Dr. Fletcher Harper Swift, of 
California, gave an illustrated lecture on 
“School Finance” on this date, and Phi 
Delta Kappa joined the Educational Asso- 
ciation of the University in giving Dr. Swift 
a full house at the lecture. This was then 
followed by a luncheon at which Dr. Swift 
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spoke again. This was one of the most de- 
lightful and successful occasions of the year. 

March 25th. Reports on the N. E. A. 
Convention at Washington by Dr. Ellis 
and Dr. Henderson. 

April 8th. Address by Dr. B. F. Pittenger, 
“Education as a Graduate Study.” 

May 6th. Initiation ceremony, at which 
two new members were taken in. 

It has been the policy of this chapter to 
have a meeting every two weeks. A lunch- 


eon has been had in connection with these 
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meetings which has added much to the 
pleasure of the occasion each time. 

The chapter has had one news letter pub. 
lished during the year, which was edited by 
Mr. L. M. Dimmitt. 

An effort was also made to send a repre. 
sentative to the National Council at its 
winter meeting, but all of one accord made 
excuses and the chapter was not repre. 
sented at that meeting. 

The chapter is looking forward to a 
profitable future. F. N. Moseley 


RHO CHAPTER 


New York University 


The 1925-1926 history of Rho Chapter 
has been rather drab for numerous reasons. 
In former years, the classes of the School of 
Education were in close proximity, with the 
consequent gathering of the brothers before 
and after classes, but this year, with classes 
all over the huge Washington Square Build- 
ing, and with eating facilities much different, 
it has been harder to get in touch with one 
another. Also, many of the brothers have 
been so wrapped up in giving courses in the 
Institute or working on theses that time for 
fraternal matters has seemed to be at a 
premium. We have had comparatively 
few ‘full-time students as brothers, and 
furthermore, there has been a lack of com- 
mon meeting ground. 

We have had seventeen meetings and 
have initiated twenty men, while four 
others have transferred to Rho from other 
chapters. Rho seems still to be primarily a 
graduate fraternity, although a few under- 
graduates were taken in this year. 

A high spot during the year was the 
sponsoring of the Northeastern District 
Conference, which was held on December 
17th and 18th. Invitations were sent out 
to all of the chapters of the district, but 
some were unable to attend. Beta of 
Columbia, Tau of Pennsylvania, Alpha-Eta 
of Temple, as well as Rho, had delegates 
present. Theta of Cornell, Iota of Harvard, 
and Alpha-Lambda of Boston, all sent 
letters, stating the problems which they 
considered most vital for discussion. Dis- 
trict Deputy Charles F. Bauder was 
present, and was very helpful in guiding the 


discussions of the Conference. The main 
purpose of this Conference was to prepare 
for the eleventh National Council, without 
instructing any delegates how to vote on 
the various problems under consideration, 
The conference was a success and all went 
away feeling that they were in closer 
touch with the affairs of the fraternity, 
and that they should take a more in- 
telligent part in the discussions of the 
National Council. 

During the Summer School, five meetings 
were held, and six men initiated. Dr. J. 
Carleton Bell transferred to Rho from Mu 
of Texas and Dr. John W. Withers trans- 
ferred from Gamma of Missouri. The first 
meeting was held July roth. On July 16th, 
Rho Chapter in conjunction with Pi Lambda 
Theta, the women’s fraternity, conducted a 
very successful frolic for all in the Summer 
School, at University Heights. An initia- 
tion was held July 29th. On August sth, 
all of the men of the School of Education 
were invited by Rho to join in a smoker; 
there were more than 100 men present, all 
of whom enjoyed the splendid talk of Dr. 
H. H. Horne on “Impressions Gained From 
a Year in Europe.” A short talk by Prof. 
Payne was also appreciated. 

The first meeting of the regular school 
year was held October 1oth, at which time 
a schedule of yearly meetings was drawn up. 
We have held to that schedule religiously, 
with but one exception, which was caused by 
a School of Education Card Party and Frolic. 

It was the purpose of the chapter this 
year to get out a monthly news letter. The 
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first letter, of eleven mimeographed pages, 
appeared in October and was enthusiasti- 
cally received. The November issue was 
ready for the mimeographer when the bill 
for the first issue, which we had expected to 
be gratis, was presented, to the tune of $16. 
It was deemed by the fraternity inadvis- 
able to go on with that expense. Instead, 
$100 was voted to get out Rho Chapter’s 
First Year Book. The initiation fee was 
raised from $15 to $20, for new members, 
while the dues for the field members were 
set at $1 per year, which is the national fee, 
while $5 remained the regular dues for 
active members. 

Rho Chapter voted affirmatively for 
every petition for a new Chapter which was 
received. The chapter, however, went on 
record as being opposed to the new score 
card of the fraternity. President Louis 
Schmerber was Rho’s delegate to the 11th 
National Council at Chicago and brought 
home an enthusiastic report. 

November 2Ist we initiated two men, 
held over from the summer; on January 


gth two more; February 6th, six men and 
March 20th, four men. December 8th, 
Professor Hughes Mearns transferred frorh 
Beta of Columbia and Professor Charles E. 
Skinner transferred from Zeta of Chicago. 
February 6th, various faculty members 
reported their impressions of the N. E. A. 
Convention in Washington. All were 
enthusiastic over the impression made “by 
New York University’s School of Educa- 
tion. It was here reported that Dean 
Withers had announced a new department 
for the training of college teachers—the 
first of its kind in the country, and that our 
faculty sponsor, Dr. Payne, had been 
elected President of the American Society 
for the Study of Educational Sociology, to 
succeed Dr. David Snedden of Columbia. . 
Plans for a Rho-Beta joint meeting, such 
as was held last year at Beta, had to! be 
postponed until Fall, due to time circum- 
stances. On April 1oth, it was decided to 
have the annual banquet, which is always 
a great success, on May 22nd, at the Hotel 
Astor. Howard B. Silsbee, Historian 


SIGMA CHAPTER 
Ohio State University 


The past year has been a year of normal 
growth and progress for Sigma Chapter. 
Forty-two men have been initiated. At 
present we have an active membership of 
fifty-five and an associate membership of 
approximately one hundred seventy-five. 

Progress has been made in several ways. 
An attempt has been made to systematize 


the keeping of records and correspondence. : 


The office of Corresponding Secretary, 
Secretary and Treasurer have been com- 
bined. The Chapter has appropriated a 
sum of money sufficient to secure such 
clerical assistance as is deemed necessary. 

In order to secure more adequate infor- 
mation as to the qualifications of prospective 
members, a form card has been devised. 
A successful attempt has been made to 
improve the quality of initiations. 

The greatest progress has perhaps been 
made in improving the program. The 
following excerpts from news letters will 
indicate the type of meetings Sigma Chapter 
has been sponsoring during the past year. 


July 16, 1925. Dr. Oppenheimer addressed 
the Chapter on “Extra Curricular Activities 
in Junior Colleges.” 

August 6, 1925. Address by Dr. Pahlow, 
“American Comments on British Uni- 
versities.” 

November 20th. Joint Meeting with ‘Pi 
Lambda Theta, honorary educational sor- 
ority. Brief reports by members of both 
organizations on research work being car- 
ried on. 

March 11, 1926. Dr. Biern spoke on 
“Experimental Schools.” 

October 15, 1925. Phi Delta Kappa met 
in the Home Economics building at 6:00 
p-m. Following the dinner, Mr. Hindley 
addressed the chapter on the English School 
System. It was moved that we co-operate 
with Pi Lambda Theta in securing a series of 
educational lecturers on the campus this win- 
ter. Brother McMillan was appointed chair- 
man of the program committee for the year. 
- October 29, 1925. After participating in a 
cafeteria luncheon, at the Home Economics 
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Building, Phi Delta Kappa enjoyed an 
address by Dr. Wang of the Sociology 
Department. Routine business was then 
speedily dispensed with. 

November 20, 1925. This special meeting 
was called for the purpose of initiation. 
A splendid dinner was enjoyed by about 
thirty members, including several men who 
are not on the campus this year. Dr. 
Pahlow, of the Department of Practices 
and Principles gave a unique and interesting 
address. 

February 18, 1926. After dinner we had 
the privilege of listening to Dr. Roesler, of 
the German Department. We were able 
to get a definite picture of the German 
School System as in effect today. Much 
interest was aroused over the subject as was 
evidenced by the number of questions raised. 

May 13, 1926 

1. Brother Kitzmiller. Topic, ““The Possi- 
bilities of a Combination Examining and 
Learning Device.” 

2. Brother Chambers. Topic, ““The Meas- 
urement of Personality Traits.” 

3- Brother Worcester. Topic,’ “The 
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Method and Content of Educational Psy- 
chology.” 

4. Brother Edgerton. Topic, “The Relative 
Predictive Value of the University Psycho- 
logical Examination for the various Colleges,” 

5. Brother Seaton. Topic, “The Eljmina- 
tion of Errors in English.” 

There is another meeting that should be 
mentioned, although not an official meeting 
of the fraternity, namely, the visit and 
address of Dr. George D. Strayer of January 
20, 1926. A joint banquet, by Pi Lambda 
Theta and Phi Delta Kappa was held in his 
honor and was attended by a very large 
crowd. All greatly appreciated the splendid 
address on “Creative Administration.” 

At the Annual Phi Delta Kappa dinner 
held in honor of field members and of the 
speakers at the Annual Educational Con- 
ference, sponsored by the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, one hundred forty guests enjoyed a 
banquet and splendid program. 

Phi Delta Kappans will be interested in 
hearing that the College of Education is now 
occupying its new building at Seventeenth 
and High Streets. R.G. Guthrie, Historian 


TAU CHAPTER 


University of Pennsylvania 


Under the guidance of our enthusiastic 
President, Jason A. Blackburn, Tau enjoyed 
a pleasant and profitable year. Careful 
selection and rigid examination has _in- 
creased our numbers and our standing. 
Our regular meetings were well attended 
and our two dinner meetings drew crowds. 
Our special dinner meeting, held jointly 
with our brothers at Temple University 
during the Schoolmen’s week, attracted 
many visiting Phi’s. 

Two delegates were sent to New York to 
attend a combined meeting of delegates 
from New York University, Teachers’ 
College (Columbia), and Temple University. 
This meeting was held just prior to the 
Council meeting in Chicago. Many ques- 


tions of interest were discussed, since it was 
not the intention of the meeting to take up 
particular questions or to formulate any 
modes of action. 


Mention is made of this 


meeting because of the valuable and pleas- 
urable contacts made. 

A committee from the chapter was active 
in the campaign for an endowment fund 
now being carried on by the University. 
Their success has been very satisfactory to 
the chapter and the University authorities. 

From time to time we had the pleasure of 
hearing from the following men on matters 
of interest in their respective fields. 

Dr. W. J. Grinstead, Eastern Kentucky 
State Teachers’ College. 

Mr. J. G. Masters, Principal, 
High School, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Mr. R. W. Pringle, Principal, University 
High School and Professor of Education, 
Illinois State Normal. 

Dr. F. S. Shepherd, Superintendent of 
Schools, Passaic, New Jersey. 

Dr. James C. Miller, Professor Educa- 
tional Administration, University of Penn- 
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faculty and a Brother Phi Delta Kappan.) 


Dr. Oliver P. Cornman, Assoc. Superin- 


tendent of Schools, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dr. J. H. Minnick, Dean, School of Edu- 


cation, University of Pennsylvania. 


PHI CHAPTER 


sylvania. (Welcomed as a new member of the 


ll 


Dr. J. N. Rule, Deputy Superintendent 
in Charge of Secondary Education, Penn- 
sylvania State Department. 

Dr. W. C. Ryan, Professor of Education, 
Swarthmore College. 
William M. Clime, Historian 


PHI CHAPTER 


University of Wisconsin 


The present year, 1925-26, just closing 
has been one of the most satisfactory and 
successful in the history of the chapter. 
From a struggling chapter, Phi has in a few 
years, become one of the largest and most 
active in the country. In a measure this 
has been due to the rapid growth of the 
School of Education, particularly in the 
number of graduate students enrolled. 
However, the excellent showing for the past 
year, to a considerable extent at least, has 
been the result of the excellent administra- 
tion of the chapter officers: President T. M. 
Risk, Vice-President R. J. Burke, Secretary 
O. C. Ingebritsen and Treasurer G. S. 
Willey. 

Four meetings were held during the sum- 
mer session. The first of these was addressed 
by Dr. G. M. Whipple of the University of 
Michigan, and the fourth by Dr. R. O. 
Stoops, Superintendent of Schools at York, 
Pa.; the two intervening meetings being 
devoted to the initiation of twenty-six 
candidates, most of whom are prominent 
city superintendents taking graduate work 
at Wisconsin during the summer. The first 
meeting of the regular University year was 
held at the University Y.M.C.A. on October 
2, 1925, at the time of the meetings of the 
Wisconsin Association of City Superin- 
tendents. Professor Curtis Merriman was 
the speaker of the evening, taking for his 
subject the report of his investigation on 
the effects of coaching on mental test results. 
More than twenty-five field members were 
present, making the total attendance for 
the evening sixty. On November 5, 1925, 
in accordance with the precedent estab- 
lished the previous year, a P. D. K. banquet 
was arranged for at the Hotel Medford at 
Milwaukee during the meetings of the 
Wisconsin Teachers’ Association. Particular 
mention is made of these meetings as they 


are especially planned for the benefit of the 
field members, to afford them an oppor- 
tunity of keeping in touch with the chapter 
activities. 

In addition to these meetings, five news 
letters were issued during the year under 
the editorship of R. M. Kutz. Included in 
two of these issues there were blank forms 
upon which members were requested to 
report addresses, committee work, research 
problems, articles and books for publication, 
likewise personal data and news items. The 
data reported in this way are given pub- 
licity in the news letters. In this way all 
members are kept informed of the work of 
the chapter. As a result, there was little 
falling off in the membership, as shown by 
the small number who failed to respond to 
the treasurer’s annual request for dues, 
solicitation for which was made on mimeo- 
graphed cards enclosed in addressed en- 
velopes, thus reducing the effort of the 
member to the mere writing of a check for 
the dues of $2.50, fifty cents being added to 
defray the expenses of issuing the news 
letters. 

At the regular meetings during the year 
reports were given on various research 
topics: “Practice Exercises in Arithmetic,” 
by Professor F. L. Clapp; “The Need of the 
Inquiring Mind,” by Professor H. L. 
Miller; “‘Agricultural High Schools,” by 
Professor J. A. James; ““Now and Then in 
Higher Education,” by Professor Chase; 
“Some Problems in State Aid in the Fiscal 
Administration of the High School,” by 
R. B. Thiel; “In What Respects Psycholo- 
gists Differ in Their Vews,” by C. E. 


Ragsdale; ‘““The Evaluation of the Teacher’s 

Performance,” by Professor A. S. Barr; and 

“Educational Publicity,” by F. G. Doudna. 

On Saturday, May 8, 1926, an open 
(Continued on page 14) 


= 
q 
| 
a 
=a 
3 


12 


THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 


THE OFFICIAL NATIONAL ORGAN OF PHI DELTA KAPPA 


Vol. VIII JUNE, 1926 No. 6 
Published bi-monthly at Cleveland Ohio, by the Phi Delta Kappa 
Fraternity 


Office of the National Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND EX-OFFICIO 
EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE 
NATIONAL MAGAZINE 

at W Williams, President, University High School, Urbana, 

inois. 

Shelton Phelps, Vice-President, Peabody College for Teachers, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Abel J. McAllister, Treasurer, 2126 Prairie Ave., Chicago, III. 

Rudolph D. Lindquist, Historian, 1047 Oxford Street, ee 
California. 

Clayton R. Wise, Secretary and Managing Editor of the National 
Magazine, 10403 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


ADVISORY EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE NATIONAL 
MAGAZINE CONSISTING OF THE DISTRICT 
DEPUTIES 
Charles F. Bauder, 1718 North 28th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Smiley W. Whinery, College of Arts, Philosophy and Science, 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 

Homer J. Smith, College of Education, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

H. H. Mecker, 4946 Devonshire, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Frank C. Touton, School of Education, University of Southern 
California, Los Angeles, California. 


Copy from Chapters for publication should be edited by the 
Chapter and sent by its corresponding secretary to the manag- 
ing editor. Members in the field are invited to send communi- 
cations direct to the managing editor. 


The Chapter Histories 

One who fails to read every word of the 
chapter histories contained in this number 
of the Phi Delta Kappan will miss much. 
He will miss a splendid portrayal of the 
spirit of the fraternity and a comprehensive 
picture of its activities. He will fail to have 
brought home to him anew the fact that he 
is a part of a very significant ational 
organization. One cannot read these terse 
accounts of chapter work during the closing 
year without a realization that a common 
purpose and a united aim pervade the 
groups of brothers wherever found. Here 
is no sporadic local club nor temporary 
association of clubs, but a strong, nation- 
wide fraternity binding together men from 
all sections and possessing a character that 
is both professional and brotherly. Most 
readers will be conscious of a thrill of pride 
and satisfaction in the earnestness of pur- 
pose which pervades these histories. The 
spirit augurs well for the profession to which 
this great body of men is devoted. 

It is also significant that the office of 
chapter historian seems to be coming into 
its own. Never before have so many local 
histories been compiled. The office which 
has been so largely a nominal one has begun 
to exercise its function and gives promise of 
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becoming, as it should become, a valuable 
means of preserving in detail the year-by. 
year chronicle of chapter labors. 

It is to be hoped that each chapter will 
take steps to preserve in volume form the 
accumulation of annual historical material. 
Such a volume will be of increasing value as 
the years go by. 


A New Deal 

With the present number the National 
Secretary ceases to be the editor of this 
magazine. The revised constitution, which 
has just been ratified by the chapters, 
transfers this responsibility to the National 
Historian. 

Brother Paul M. Cook of Chicago, who 
takes up the work at this point, is splendidly 
equipped to handle the job, and we bespeak 
for him the earnest loyalty and support of 
every chapter and every individual member, 

The present editor lays down the task 
with a feeling of gratitude toward the whole 
fraternity for the encouragement and back- 
ing which has always been forthcoming. 
Some of his most treasured memories will 
be of the splendid letters he has received 
expressing appreciation of his labors. May 
Brother Cook inherit this support along 
with the “days of labor and nights devoid 
of ease” which go with it. The brothers 
should not forget that the magazine does 
not spring up spontaneously and that a 
word of praise now and again goes far 
toward heartening the man who gives him- 
self to its making. 


Two Wishes 

This month brings the close of the 
academic year and this issue of the magazine 
reaches most of the brothers just as they 
are about to leave the University for other 
fields of service, The work of most chapters 
from now forward will be carried on by 
another set of officers and by the younger 
initiates. The annual turn-over is at hand. 

To those who are leaving to take up the 
new positions awaiting them the National 
Office wishes god-speed and the best of 
success. To those remaining to make 
chapter work a reality for another year we 
wish a pleasant and profitable vacation 
and an abundance of energy for work upon 
their return in the fall. 
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INSTALLATION OF ALPHA-MU CHAPTER 


Installation of Alpha-Mu Chapter 


My recollections of the installation of 
Alpha-Mu Chapter of Colorado State Teach- 
ers’ College and Alumnus Lambda at 
Greeley, Colorado, on April 23, are all 
leasant. 

Brother Homer J. Smith, of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, who is Northwest Dis- 
trict Deputy, and I, had been designated by 
the National Executive Committee to 
install these chapters. We arrived in the 
afternoon of the 22nd, and immediately 
met with Brothers Rugg, Gambril, and 
Ganders, of Beta Chapter, and Brother 
Blue of Zeta, to make plans for the next 
day’s events. 

Personally, I had had some misgivings as 
to the enthusiasm with which the use of the 


new form of ritual would be received, but 


the brothers at Greeley seemingly were 
determined that Colorado State Teachers’ 
College should have a chapter, let the cost 
be whatever it may, and fell in with the 
plans of the installing officers with a spirit 
which I, for one, shall always remember 
with gratitude. They didn’t even balk 
when it came to providing a quartette to 
sing Phi Delta Kappa’s Light during the 
initiation. 

For purposes of perfecting the ensemble 
technique in singing, a meeting of the above 
mentioned group was held that same even- 
ing at the home of Brother Blue, where we 
all sang with great gusto. Brother Rugg’s 
and Brother Gambril’s native capacity for 
enthusiastic participation in most any 
venture contributed not a little to the suc- 
cess of this feature of the next day’s pro- 
gram. 

Friday morning, from 8:00 to 11:00, was 
devoted to practice by the initiation team 
and attending to routine matters such as 
instructing the chapter officers in their 
duties. Brother Wise had forwarded de- 
tailed instructions concerning forms and 
records, however, so that this was not a 
difficult task. He reports that these officers 
have already begun to function in a way 
that promises well for the future of Alpha- 
Mu. 

At 11:00 a.m., the entire student body of 
1700 women and men met in the Audi- 


torium in honor of the installation of the 
chapter. Brother Frasier, the President, 
wished to acquaint the entire school with 
the nature of the organization, a chapter of 
which was about to be installed. With the 
student body seated, a procession of about 
twenty Phi Delta Kappans, followed by 
nineteen Phi Delta Kappans-to-be, headed 
by President Frasier and the installing 
officers, marched solemnly into the Audi- 
torium. The program of speeches given by 
old members of Phi Delta Kappa sought to 
convey the significance of that day’s events 
in the life of Colorado State Teachers’ 


. College. 


Then followed a luncheon for the visiting 
members of Phi Delta Kappa and the 
petitioning group. Several members had 
to divide their attention between the meal 
and the concocting of embarrassing ques- 
tions to ask the candidates on their papers 
later, but this in no way detracted from the 
fine spirit of fellowship that prevailed. 

The initiation ceremony, which began at 
2:00 o’clock, was over by 4:30, even though 
as many as nineteen candidates had been 
initiated, two chapters had been formally 
installed, the long form of the ritual had 
been used, and none of the candidates had 
been made to feel that they had been slighted 
in their examination on the papers. The 
questioning was, in fact, quite good. 

During the intermission between the 
ceremony and the banquet, I had the 
pleasure of spending an hour with Dr. Ira 
Howerth at his home. Brother Howerth, 
who was formerly a member of the School 
of Education at the University of California, 
had many questions to ask about old friends. 
He is enjoying excellent health; and is as 
highly esteemed at Greeley as he was by us 
at Berkeley. 

The banquet in the evening closed the 
day’s festivities. The program follows: 


Program 
Earl U. Rugg, Faculty Advisor, Presiding 
Leadership 


Service 


Frank C. Jean 
Fesse H. Newlon 
Donald W. Mackay 
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How May a Chapter Best Function 
What Phi Delta Kappa Does for Men 

in Education.......... Rudolph Lindquist 

Inspiration and Other Things 
George Willard Frasier 

Telegrams of congratulation were read 
from the following: 

National President Lewis W. Williams. 

National Secretary Clayton R. Wise 

Alumnus Alpha, San Francisco 

Alumnus Epsilon, Los Angeles 

Alumnus Eta, Santa Barbara 

Lambda, University of California 

Alpha-Epsilon, University of Southern 
California. 

Much could be said concerning the 
splendid professional spirit and training of 
the group, both faculty and students, at 
Colorado State Teachers’ College. One 
could not help but be impressed by it. I 
came away feeling that I had helped install 
a chapter which promises to be an addition 
of the finest character to the group of Phi 
Delta Kappa Chapters. 


ALUMNUS LAMBDA 
On the same date there was installed at 
Greeley, Colorado, Alumnus Lambda of 
Phi Delta Kappa. It will probably come 
to be commonly known either as Denver 
or Colorado Alumnus Chapter. 
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The petitioning group consisted of the 
following: 

Homer W. Anderson, Epsilon, 125, Asst, 
Supt. of Schools, Denver. 

L. Thomas Hopkins, Iota, 150, Prof. of 
Education, University of Colorado. 

James R. Risley, Alpha, x-30, Supt. of 
City Schools, Pueblo. 

Jesse H. Newlon, Omicron, 80, Supt. of 
Schools, Denver. 

G. E. Brown, Nu, 45, City Schools, 
Greeley. 

A. S. Threlkeld, Gamma, 146, Dep, 
Supt. of Schools, Denver. 
W. D. Armentrout, Sigma, 133 Colorado 


’ State Teachers’ College, Director of Train- 


ing Schools. 

E. A. Cross, Beta, 593, Dean, Colorado 
State Teachers’ College. 

G. W. Allen, Omicron, 25, City Supt. 
Alamosa, Colorado. 

Earl M. Rugg, Beta, 557, Prof. of Educa- 
tion, State Teachers’ College, Greeley. 

Frederick L. Whitney, Eta, 259, State 
Teachers’ College, Director of Research, 
Greeley. 

H. G. Blue, Zeta, 93, Prof. of Secondary 
Education, State Teachers’ College, Greeley. 

G. T. Avery, Delta, 256, Agricultural 


College, Ft. Collins, Colorado. 
Rudolph Lindquist 


PHI CHAPTER 

(Continued from page 11) 
meeting was held at the University Club 
at which the principal address was delivered 
by Professor Alexander Meiklejohn, now 
occupying the Brittingham chair in Phil- 
osophy. This annual event to which Phi 
chapter looks forward as a fitting climax to 
the year’s activities, was enjoyed by more 
than a hundred Phi Delta Kappans and 
their wives. Since the corresponding event 


in 1925, more than forty new recruits have 
been enlisted in Phi Chapter under the 
banners of Research, Service, and Leader- 
ship, so that our present membership is now 
well on the way toward two hundred. Like 
the tribe of Ben Adham, may the number 
continue to increase and may they always 
be in the lead in the solution of scientific 


problems in education. 
R. B. Thiel, Historian 


PSI CHAPTER 


Peabody College for Teachers 


Psi Chapter meets regularly on alternate 
Monday evenings, as has been the custom 
for several years. These meetings are of a 
two-fold nature, business and social. First 
there is the serious business of initiating 


candidates and attending to other business 
of the fraternity, and the presentation and 
discussion of educational problems of general 
interest, and of pieces of research that have 
been done by some member of the group. 
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‘Then once each quarter we forget the 
serious side of life long enough to gather 
around some festal board for a real feast 
and an informal good time. 

To date, April 7, we have initiated thirty- 
eight new members into the fraternity, and 
feel that we may be justly proud of the 
caliber of these men, who with few excep- 
tions, are members of the graduate school. 
Each of these men is required to defend 
some thesis of an educational nature before 
the group and seriously to undergo cross- 
examination on this thesis by a previously 
arranged committee. 

Among the topics which have been pre- 
sented by members and discussed by the 
group during the past year were: “The 
Relation of the Efficiency of Instruction to 
the Size of the Class,” by Dr. P. R. Steven- 
son, of Ohio State University; ““Methods of 
Teaching Science in the Secondary Schools,” 
by Dr. W. W. Carpenter, of George Pea- 


body College for Teachers; “A Report of the 
Meeting of the National Council of Phi 
Delta Kappa,” by Mr: Herbert Rebarker, 
of George Peabody College for Teachers; 
“What Does Phi Delta Kappa Mean to 
You?” by Dr. Shelton Phelps, of George 
Peabody College for Teachers; “Report of 
the Meeting of the Southern Psychological 
Association,” by Dr. S. C. Garrison, of 
George Peabody College for Teachers. 

Psi Chapter has a social committee that 
looks after members of the chapter that may 
be sick or bereaved, sending flowers, visiting, 
or performing any other service that they 
find a need for. Our monthly news letter 
has been sent out this year in the form of a 
small printed pamphlet. Our members 
seem to like this form better than the 
mimeographed sheets that we used last 
year. The chapter has in preparation a 
year book also that will be out some time 
in May. M. R. Hinson, Historian 


CHI CHAPTER 
University of Oregon 


Chi Chapter is still doing its bit and has 
plenty of energy left to continue the good 
work for another year. 

The chapter has averaged better than a 
meeting each month. Some of these have 
been purely of a business nature, but most 
of them have had inspirational reports, 
papers, and discussions by members or 
invited speakers. Three joint meetings 
have been held this year with Pi Lambda 
Theta, which proved their worth both 
educationally and socially. 

The summer school of 1925 was greatly 
enlivened by having on the campus P. D. K. 
professors from other colleges teaching here 
during the term. Besides there there were 
a number of former students and P. D. K. 
men attending classes. Dr. Snedden, of 
Columbia University, gave an excellent 
talk at a banquet held in his honor, to mem- 
bers of the fraternity and other gentlemen 
of the summer school, who had been invited 
to attend. 

Perhaps one of the most outstanding 
meetings of this year was the Educational 
Conference held on December sth. The 


theme of this program was Public School 
Finance. Four practical addresses were 
given, besides a number of discussions. 
Taxation from the economic point of view 
down to the practical application of it in 
Oregon was gone into from a real research 
angle. It was one of the best meetings of 
its kind Chi Chapter has had. So great 
igterest was manifested in this Conference 
that plans were almost immediately after- 
wards set on foot to have another similar 
one in the spring. This, however, did not 
materialize, much to the disappointment of 
many of the members. 

Ten new members were added this year. 

President Peter Spencer representing the 
chapter was sent as a delegate to the Na- 
tional Council held in Chicago during the 
holidays. While there he served as chairman 
both of the credentials committee and also 
of the Record and Forms Committee. 

The chapter has, with its increased 
membership and activities, a better chance 
than ever to grow rapidly and function 
more extensively. 

P. E. Christenson, Historian 
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During the past year Phi Delta Kappa 
has been very active on this campus. 
Recently, on May 7th and 8th, a large 
Educational Conference sponsored. 
Dr. E. O. Sisson, of Reed College, was the 
central figure and his main theme was 
Character Education. 

A conservative policy of pledging has 
kept the membership down in number but 
high in standards of scholarship, person- 
ality and professional attitude. Twelve men 
were taken into membership. 

Meetings were held twice a month, one 
of them being a dinner meeting and the 
other a strictly business meeting. At the 
dinner meeting a spirit of fraternalism arose 
that would have been difficult to attain 
otherwise. A number of excellent speakers 
were obtained for these meetings and the 
attendance was almost perfect. Among the: 
prominent men who spoke was Dr. E. O. 
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ALPHA-GAMMA CHAPTER 
State College of Washington 


Holland, President State College of Wash- 
ington. Dr. Holland was one of the organ- 
izers of the original Phi Delta Kappa many 
years ago. 

Two joint open meetings were held with Pi 
Lambda Theta, women’s fraternity. The 
purpose of these meetings was to give others 
interested in education a vision of what the 
future held for those who deserved the 
honor. 

Two news letters to field members were 
published during the year. It was hoped 
by this means to keep in touch with those 
who are in the field and give them the 
benefits of new movements in which the 
fraternity took a part. A splendid example 
was the news letter sent out shortly before 
the Inland Empire Teacher’s Association 
Meeting held in Spokane, April 17th and 


18th. 
Eugene Giles, Historian 


ALPHA-DELTA CHAPTER 


Kansas State Agricultural College 


‘This chapter of the Kansas State Agri- 
cultural College has initiated into member- 
ship during the past year sixteen new mem- 
bers, bringing the total enrollment to eighty- 
four. 

‘A policy of going over the intelligence 
scores of Freshmen to discover possible 
outstanding students who may become 
interested in Education, promises well fof 
the future. The chapter is also trying to 
keep in touch with the field members to 
maintain a unity of organization and secure 


progress along practical lines. A news 
letter has helped to accomplish this purpose. 
Attendance of faculty members at regular 
meetings has also helped to keep up the 
morale of the organization. 

Our summer sessions always bring in 
members from the field and assure lively 
meetings. 

We had a representative at the National 
Council Meeting and received a splendid 
report. 


P. P. Brainard, Historian 


ALPHA-EPSILON CHAPTER 


University of Southern California 


During the year 1925-26, Alpha-Epsilon 
Chapter has had a very remarkable growth. 
Three initiation ceremonies have been held 
and fifty new men made brothers in Phi 
Delta Kappa. 

The chapter has had the privilege of 
hearing the following men on the following 
topics: 

Dr. Cowgill, of Yale University, on 
General Problems of Education. 


Dr. W. C. Ruediger, of George Washing- 
ton University, on Educational Problems. 

Dr. O. R. Hull, of the University of South- 
ern California, on “Types of Organization 
Used by Cities for the Administration of 
School Building Programs.” 

Dr. Frank C. Touton, of the University 
of Southern California, on “New Educa- 
tional Guidance at the University of 
Southern California.” | 


: 16 
Sch 
wit 
Cof 
the 
and 
the 
T 
Pres 
N. | 
Tl 
unde 
office 
Ce 
Vice. 
Hist 
Spon 
M 
Frid 
Septe 
meet’ 
atten 
past 
In 
speci: 
joint 
held. 
Du 
were 
ter, 
this c 
mem 
But « 
has ch 
That 
regarc 
gent i 
work | 
The 
month 
credit 
Gordo 
Progrz 
were } 


Mr. Herbert Popenoe on “Junior High 
School Costs.” 

Mr. W. H. Potter on “Junior-Senior High 
School Language Errors.” 

The December meeting was held jointly 
with the Alumni Chapter, with President 
Coffman of the University of Minnesota as 
the main speaker. One of the most beneficial 
and fruitful meetings was an open forum on 
the general field of problems in education. 

The officers for the year 1925-26 were: 
President, W. J. Klopp; Vice-president, 
N. B. Trenham; Corresponding Secretary, 
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M. M. Thompson; Recording Secretary, 
C. H. Nettles; Treasurer, T. M. Riley; and 
Historian, C. T. Morton. 

The Chapter has conferred the Service 
Key upon Dr. Lester B. Rogers, Dean of the 
School of Education, in partial appreciation 
and recognition of the Dean’s great work in 
building up U.S. C.’s School of Education. 

Prospects for the coming year look great 
and the P. D. K. brothers are looking for- 
ward to even greater expansion of Alpha- 
Epsilon Chapter. 


James Mussatti, Historian 


ALPHA-IOTA CHAPTER 


University of Cincinnati 


The year’s work was carried forward 
under the leadership of the following 
officers: 

Cary C. Wood, President; W. A. Justice, 
Vice-President; John Downer, Secretary; 
F. R. Jacobs, Treasurer; R. J. Lavell, 
Historian; Dr. C. A. Gregory, Faculty 
Sponsor. 

Meetings were held regularly on the third 
Friday of each month, beginning with 
September and continuing till June. All 
meetings began with a supper. The average 
attendance at these meetings during the 
past year has been especially good. 

In addition to the regular meetings, one 
special meeting, two initiations, and one 
joint meeting with Kappa Delta Pi were 
held. 

During the year twenty new members 
were added to the roll of Alpha-Iota Chap- 
ter, bringing the total membership up to 
forty-four. When it is remembered that 
this chapter is scarcely two years old, this 
membership indicates a healthy growth. 
But despite its rapid growth, Alpha-Iota 
has chosen its pledges with the utmost care. 
That no mistakes have been made in this 
regard is attested by the active and intelli- 
gent interest that is displayed by all in the 
work of the fraternity. 

The programs that followed each of the 
monthly meetings deserve mention. Special 
credit for their general excellence goes to 
Gordon Hendrickson, chairman of the 
Program Committee. The following topics 
were reported on by specially designated 


committees and were discussed generally 
by the chapter following the reports: 

The Psychology of Behaviorism, report 
by W. A. Quirk. | 

Purposive Psychology, L. C. Phillips. 

Gestalt Psychology, R. J. Lavell. 

Methods of Educational Research, Dr. 
W. H. Burton. 

An Interpretation and Evaluation of 
Certain Statistical Terms and their Appli- 
cation to Education, Dr. C. A. Gregory. 

The Significance of Measures of Varia- 
bility with Special Reference to Sigma, John 
L. Henderson. 

The Significance of Regression Coeffi- 
cients, Omer Renfrew. 

An Interpretation of the Pearson Formula 
of Correlation, W. F. Collins. 

Psychoanalysis and Its Significance for 
Education, Dr. Harlan C. Hines. 

Psychology of the Unadjusted School 
Child, G. F. Franz. 

Childhood’s Fears, John Downer. 

Understanding Our Children, Mrs. 
Evelyn Richardson. (Joint meeting with 
Kappa Delta Pi.) 

An Inventory of Community Civics 
Information from Grades 5 to 9, W. A. 
Justice. 

Personal Measures of Teachers, Gordon 
Hendrickson. 

At the last meeting of the A. A. A. S., one 
of our members, Dean L. A. Pechstein, of 
the College of Education at Cincinnati 
University, as retiring Vice-President of 
Section Q (Education), made the annual 
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address at the joint meeting of Section Q 
and Phi Delta Kappa, speaking on the topic 
“Psychology for Education.” 

Alpha-Iota was represented at the 
national meeting of the fraternity by W. A. 
Justice, and the local chapter was honored 
in his appointment as a member of. the 
national committee on ritual. 

Word has been received recently that 
Dean L. A. Pechstein’s new book entitled 
“Psychology of the Kindergarten-Primary 
Child” has been accepted by the publishers. 
This is a companion book to his “Psychology 
of the Junior High School” which has met 
with such favor among educators. 
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Dr. W. H. Burton’s new book on Super- 
vision is now off the press. Besides these 
books, numerous articles have been con- 
tributed to the magazines during the past 
year, notably Dr. Burton’s articles on Super- 
vision and Dr. Hines’ articles on Intelli- 
gence Testing and the I. Q. 

The year has been one of exceptional 
activity for Alpha-Iota and we look to the 
close with a feeling of satisfaction but not 
of contentment. This young chapter has 
just struck its stride and intends to increase 


the pace next year. 
Robert F. Lavell, Historian 


As early as December 20, 1921, Walter S. 
Athearn, a brother member of Phi Delta 
Kappa and Dean of the Boston University 
School of Religious Education and Social 
Service, wrote National Secretary McAllister 
of the importance of forming a chapter of 
the fraternity in the Boston University 
School of Education and stated that Dean 
Arthur H. Wilde was interested to see what 
could be done. He further stated that 
many Boston teachers attended the School 
of Education and commended the institu- 
tion as a fertile field for fraternity extension. 

On January 21, 1922, a copy of the na- 
tional constitution was sent by the National 
Secretary to Dean Athearn for reading. 
The information and constitution received 
were submitted to Dr. Wilde. No further 
action was taken at that time. 

In April, 1923, correspopdence between 
Mr. Frank J. Herlihy, of Lawrence high 
school, and National Secretary McAllister 
reopened the question of the formation of a 
Boston University chapter of Phi Delta 
Kappa but the National Secretary con- 
sidered it too late for action during that 
college year. A copy of the February, 1922, 
Phi Delta Kappan containing a complete 
copy of the constitution then in effect and a 
statement that the school of education 
should have at least five full-time professors 
on its faculty and should offer at least a 
solid year of graduate work were received 
for perusal, together with the suggestion 
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that the application be made for petition 
blanks early in the fall. 

Dr. Wilson wrote National Secretary 
McAllister as requested, September 5, 1923, 
giving the status of the school. 

On Friday evening, March 27, 1924, the 
men of the Boston University School of 
Education met in the offices of the school at 
99 Newbury street and formed “The 
Education Club.” Dr. Wilson outlined the 
possibilities to those present and hoped 
that eventually it might be formed into a 
chapter of the Phi Delta Kappa fraternity. 

Five meetings of “The Education Club” 
were held before the close of the college 
year. Dean Wilde spoke at one of these 
meetings upon the rapid growth and future 
of the school and announced the addition 
of two full-time professors to the faculty, 
incidentally both Phi Delta Kappa members. 

During the summer at the National 
Education Association, Department of Su- 
perintendence meeting, Chicago, Dr. Wilson 
had an interview with Brother McAllister - 
and passed the good word along for an active 
chapter at Boston University. This was 
communicated by Brother McAllister to 
the new National Secretary Clayton R. 
Wise, August 18, 1924. 

Shortly after the beginning of the college 
year “The Education Club” resumed its 
activities with increased membership and 
vigor. Early in October Dr. Wilson 
received petition blanks for Phi Delta Kappa 
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and other blanks and data for the use of the 
club in seeking admission to the fraternity. 
The necessary steps were then taken to 
bring this about and the petition, together 
with the personal history blanks of the 
applicants who measured up to the stand- 


. ards of the fraternity were sent to the 


National Secretary. 

In due course of time the petition was 
unanimously approved and the intiation 
set for May 23, 1925, in Hotel Westminster 
at 3 o'clock. 

The following officers were elected just 
previous to the initiation to lead the Alpha- 
Lambda chapter during its first year 
1925-26: 

Mr. Leonard M. Patton, President; Mr. 
Harold I. Palmer, Vice President; Mr. 
Stephen M. Cote, Recording Secretary; 
Mr. Leroy M. Twichell, Treasurer;. Mr. 
Howard Wilbur, Historian; Mr. Arthur H. 
Wilde, Faculty Sponsor. 

With the exception of Brother Cote, all 


‘served for the whole period. On account of 


the pressure ‘of other work Brother Cote 
resigned in November as Recording Sec- 
retary. Brother John J. F: Ruddy, one of 
the prime movers in “The Education Club,” 
who was unanimously elected in his place, 
resigned in February to accept an educational 
position in Connecticut, and left with the 
good wishes and regrets of the Chapter. 
Brother Jose Onate, the present secretary, is 
an instructor in Boston University and an 
especially able and valued officer. At the 
time of Brother Ruddy’s election, the office 
of Corresponding Secretary was added and 
Brother Flynn elected to the position. He 
also resigned with Brother Ruddy to go to 
Connecticut and the resignation was ac- 
cepted by the Chapter with regret. Brother 
A. H. Ottoson became Corresponding Secre- 
tary vice Brother E. V. Flynn and served 
during the remainder of the year. 
Twenty-one, headed by Dean Arthur H. 
Wilde of the School of Education, signed 
the charter. A sumptuous repast, the best 
the hotel offered, music by the male quartet 
and after dinner speaking by the installing 
officers, guests, among whom was Professor 
Lincoln of Harvard (Iota Chapter), and the 
newly elected president, were followed by a 
short social. The new officers then went to 
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room 709 where National Secretary Wise 
gave efficient instruction to them in the 
duties and responsibilities which they had 
shouldered. 

Not unmindful of the services rendered, 
at its next meeting the chapter voted to 
send letters of appreciation for their assist- 
ance in the initiation ceremonies to National 
Secretary Clayton R. Wise and District 
Deputy Charles F. Bauder, also to Professors 
Wilson, Blair, Jesse B. Davis and Roy 
Davis, of Boston University. 

The year has been a profitable one from 
many viewpoints but chiefly in the estab- 
lishment of a firm foundation for future 
growth. No program of a professional 
nature has been carried out although plans 
were formulated for such which of necessity 
had to take second place on account of the 
more weighty and important questions of 
By-Laws, initiations, etc., incidental to 
stabilization of the new chapter. It is 
hoped that succeeding years will bear the 
fruit of this year’s planting. 

At first it was the custom for the brothers 
to meet at the School of Education, go to 
dinner together, and return for an early 
evening meeting, thereby permitting those 
who live in the suburbs to reach home in 
good season. Recently, however, the dinner 
feature has been omitted. 

On October 19, 1925, an invitation was 
extended to other members of Phi Delta 
Kappa in the University to transfer their 
memberships to Alpha-Lambda Chapter if 
they so desired and in any event to join us 
in our meetings whether memberships were 
transferred or not. 

Eight meetings have been held during the 
year and the first Monday of each month 
has been fixed as the time of regular meet- 
ing. Should the day fall during the school 
recess the meeting will be held the following 
Monday. 

At a special meeting, February 26, 1926, 
in Hotel Westminster, Dr. M. E. Haggerty, 
Dean of the School of Education, University 
of Minnesota, was the guest of honor and 
gave a very helpful talk on “The Training 
of the Superintendent of Schools.” Dr. 
Wilson also spoke, giving us his impressions 
of the Washington Convention of the 
N. E. A. 
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Eight carefully selected candidates were 
initiated in the Gold Room of the Hotel 
Lenox in December and about as many 
more will be taken in early in May, thus 
more than filling the gaps caused by changes 
in active membership during the year. 

Recently Alpha-Lambda Chapter pur- 
chased a steel cabinet for the safe keeping 
of its records and by permission of Dean 
Wilde we have been given a space for it in 
the offices of the School of Education. Our 
charter is conspicuously displayed on the 
wall of the same building and is suitably 
framed. We have even had a photograph 
taken of the charter members and have 
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published it in the year book of the School 
of Education. 

Much appreciation is due Brother Wilson 
for his many helpful suggestions and fatherly 
assistance in getting the Chapter under way, 
to Brother Patton for his very efficient 
service as our first president, to Brother 
Wilde for his inspiration and the use of the 
School of Education for meetings and the 
keeping of our records, and to all the 
brothers who have co-operated in any way 
toward the firm and stable establishment of 
Alpha-Lambda Chapter. We are facing 
the future with confidence gained in having 
made a good beginning. 

Howard Wilbur, Historian 


The first. meetings of what afterward 
became the St. Louis Chapter of Phi Delta 
Kappa were held during the year 1915-1916. 
At that time the meetings were more or less 
informal, and participated in by several 
principals of our elementary schools. Later 
definite steps were taken to perfect the 
organization. Mr. H. B. Dickey was the 
first president and Mr. C. R. Stone, secre- 
tary. At first we held our meetings after 
school at Central High, the Y.M.C.A., the 
Y.W.C.A., and the Teachers’ College, but 
subsequently we adopted the plan of meet- 
ing at the homes of the members. 

Better methods for evaluation of school 
work were then, as always, occupying the 
minds of progressive educators everywhere, 
and the construction of standardized scales 
for the measurement of school work was in 
the ascendency. Our men had become con- 
vinced that there was great need for further 
study and research along this line, in order 
to increase the quality of school administra- 
tion and instruction. As scientific students 
of education, they saw the significance of 
the new things that were finding their way 
into the schools; hence they felt impelled to 
contribute something toward higher effi- 
ciency, especially in the schools of St. Louis. 

The meetings from the first had two 
definite purposes—to meet socially and to 
solve educational problems. The members 
met at table and immediately after in little 
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groups for social purposes; good fellowship 
and comradeship prevailed, and many a 
delightful and inspirational hour was spent 
in this way. Then followed the study of a’° 
selected-research problem. 

The first project which we undertook was 
the development of a penmanship scale. 
The members were quite familiar with the 
best work that had been done in this field, 
and employed the same general principles 
that Thorndike and others had followed. 
A written account of our project was pub- 
lished in the Elementary School Journal. 
The work resulted in the definite introduc- 
tion of objective measurement of penman- 
ship instruction in the St. Louis schools. 
Eventually the St. Louis Penmanship Scale 
was constructed on the basis of our experi- 
ence. 

The next year we decided to develop a 
scale that would measure spelling. Mr. 
Wiley, of the Superintendent’s office and 
one of our number, pointed out the differ- 
ence between a scale which would measure 
spelling achievement and one which would 
measure spelling ability. As a result, our 
efforts centered upon the problem of making 
a scale of phonetic words. The list was 
selected and standardized to scale, but was 
never published because of the fact that we 
could not obtain a philologist who would pass 
on the validity of some of the words incor- 
porated in the scale. Copies of the scale are 
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still extant, and some think it would be a 
good piece of work if the scale could be 
checked by an expert to eliminate from it 
words of doubtful phonetic value. 

The year 1922-23 was spent in the study 
of measurement of achievement in geog- 
raphy, but no scale was developed. 

During the fall of 1923, Mr. John J. 
Maddox, the Superintendent of Instruction 
in St. Louis, was requested to name for the 
Chapter some educational problem which 
could be studied in a series of monthly 
meetings, and he suggested the adminis- 
trative problem of dealing with the seriously 
retarded pupils of the middle grades. This 
study of retardation was published by the 
Superintendent in May, 1924, in the Public 
School Messenger. 

The past year has been devoted to the 


study of some phases of curriculum con- 
struction. 

In 1925 the National Organization issued 
a charter to the Chapter. The full names 
of the members as they appear on the 
Charter are: H. B. Dickey, F. L. Wiley, 
H. H. Ryan, C. R. Stone, J. S. Nants, W. C. 
Reavis, Geo. R. Johnson, Chas. E. Witter, 
and H. H. Edmiston. Two of these are 
members of Alpha Chapter, two of Beta, 
two of Gamma, and three of Zeta. 

From this beginning, the membership has 
grown to forty-six at the present time, 
representing many different chapters in 
different states; and the members are en- 
gaged in business, in teaching, in school 
administration and supervision, and in 
other educational and professional work. 


H. Edmiston 


ALPHA-THETA CHAPTER 
University of North Dakota 


At the close of the school year of 1924-25 
the chapter had a membership of sixty- 
seven. During the present year of 1925-26 
one member has withdrawn. Brother 
W. C. Hayes was transferred to the Epsilon 
chapter at the University of Iowa, seven 
new members were added during the sum- 
mer session of the University and fifteen 
more have been added during the regular 
school year. The present membership is 
eighty-eight. 

During the summer session a large num- 
ber of the field members were at the Uni- 
versity doing graduate work, and four 
enthusiastic and profitable meetings were 
held. 

Ten regular meetings of the chapter were 
held during the regular school year of 1925- 
26. The attendance was good and the 
meetings well planned and profitable. Three 
of the regular meetings were held as dinner 
programs. The chapter met for business 
session and initiation, and then adjourned 
to the dining room where a six o'clock din- 
ner was followed by the program. 

Two banquets were held during the year, 
on special occasions when many of the 
members of-the field were in the city. The 
first was held during the session of the North 
East Association of the Teachers of North 


Dakota. Among the out-of-town speakers 
of the occasion were: Dr. C. Cook, of the 
University of South Dakota, and Dr. Frank 
Freeman, of the University of Chicago. 
There were nine brothers from other 
chapters present, representing seven differ- 
ent chapters. The second banquet was held 
during the State Conference of the Super- 
intendents and Principals. Thirty members 
sat down to the dinner, at which five chap- 
ters were represented. The chief speakers 
of the occasion were Supt. Berg, an honorary 
member of the chapter, and Dr. L. V. Koos, 
of the University of Minnesota. 

The chapter sent out one bulletin at the 
mid-year season, to all the field members. 
The object of the bulletin was to review 
briefly the work presented at the meetings 
of the first half of the year, and to acquaint 
the members with location and work of the 
other field members. A second number 
has been planned to be sent out at the end 
of the year. The second number will review 
briefly the entire history of the year’s work 
together with greetings from the local 
officers and such information about the 
future outlook of the chapter as will be of 
interest to field members. 

An activity, sponsored by the members 
of the chapter during the year was an “All 
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College of Education” banquet. The din- 
ner was held in the University Commons 
and all men enrolled in the College of 
Education were invited. The object of the 
meeting was to promote a closer acquaint- 
ance between the men in the College of 
Education. The program was presided 
over by Dean Kennedy and was one worthy 
of the occasion. 

As a type of the work presented at the 
several meetings of the fraternity, the 
following theses are representative: 

1. The Teachers’ Institute as an Agency 


in the Training,of Teachers in North Dakota. 

2. The County as a Unit in School Ad- 
ministration. 

3. Some Educational Bearings of Nega- 
tive Reaction. 

4. The Place of the Small Town Science 
Teacher. 

5. Conceptions of Dynamic Secondary 
School Objectives. . 

6. How to Make the High School As- 


sembly Worth While. 
G. W. Crossman, Historian 


ETA CHAPTER 


University of Minnesota 


Eta is a large and active chapter, having 
a membership of 225—paid-up—an “‘out- 
ward and visible sign of an inward and 
spiritual grace.” The chapter has always 
emphasized the professional rather than the 
other two aspects, regarding them as 
merely preliminaries of the fraternity; its 
membership is almost wholly graduate. 
Meetings usually open with a dinner 
followed by talks on professional or fraternal 
subjects or reports of personal research. 

The officers for the past year: President, 
O. L. Troxel; Vice-president, W. E. Peik; 
Secretary, Ernest M. Hanson; Historian, 
Kenneth Seeley; Faculty Sponsor, L. J. 
Brueckner. 

The chapter has held two initiations and 
nine meetings during the year, authorized 
an alumnus chapter at Muncie, Indiana, 
and sent President Troxel to the Eleventh 
National Council of the fraternity at 
Chicago. Perhaps some of the most 
gratifying work of the chapter is found in 
its co-operative professional activities. The 
biggest meeting of the year was a luncheon 


at the University in honor of the Minnesota 
Educational Association during its conven- 
tion here. Speakers included Minnesota 
officials and educators from outside the 
state. School-men’s Week in April saw 
another intraprofessional luncheon of the 
same character; and the visit of Dr. Norton, 
Chairman of Research Division of the N.E.A. 
a week later occasioned another meeting. 

Programs during the year have been 
almost universal in interest, beginning at 
everything from a “Symposium on Readin’, 
‘Ritin,’ ‘Rithmetic” to the “Simplicity of 
Idiosyncrasies” and the “Psychology of 
Religion,” at the same time not being 
altogether impertinent to education. In 
scope they have been world-wide, ranging 
from educational and other notes on Wash- 
ington and Illinois to “Education in the 
Philippine Islands as Noted from Personal 
Observation.” 

Election of officers was held at the last 
meeting of the spring quarter for the pur- 
pose of adding to the background next year. 

Kenneth Seeley, Historian 


The Professional Spirit Among English Schoolmasters 
E. A. 


Probably members of P. D. K. have some 
interest in the professional spirit of the 
English secondary schoolman. The latter 
individual is an interesting chap in many 
ways and perhaps no more so than in his 
characteristic professional attitude. 

Teaching in England is decidedly a pro- 
fession, but not in the sense such a classi- 


fication is understood in the United States. 
There is comparatively little attention 
given by English schoolmen to the study 
of modern psychology, school administra- 
tion, principles of education, and the like. 
School managers appear to -have little 
interest in the preparation a _ secondary 
schoolmaster may have made in these 
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matters. They are much more interested 
in the personal equation. They ask pri- 
marily about a man’s knowledge of subject- 
matter, his record at the university, his 
ability to direct and guide boy life. The 
school officials appear to have little confi- 
dence in the value of procedure according 
to principles or according to a theory of 
education. Some of the masters and head- 
masters do read wisely in such fields as 
have been mentioned but interest in these 
subjects as such is not the common bond 
which holds them together and gives a 
professional tone to their work. 

And yet it is true that they have a real 
professional spirit and an attitude towards 
their work which is unmistakable as a 
professional outlook. Apparently it comes 
about partly through the force of tradition. 
The master of a school for boys has been 
an honorable personage over long centuries. 
Royalty, both temporal and spiritual, has 
sponsored English schoolmasters from the 
very earliest times, and still continues to do 
so. The influence of headmasters in par- 
ticular has been felt directly in the conduct 
of affairs in Church and State. They have 
proven themselves a constructive force and 
the tradition of the schoolmaster’s in- 
fluence clings to the present members of 
the profession to hold them together. The 
English schoolmaster is more than respect- 
able, he is powerful. 

Then, too, there is a stock of traditions 
running back over long centuries which is 
kept up and passed on from generation to 
generation of schoolboys. Many of these 
traditions are common, in spirit if not in 
form, to several institutions and they serve 
as a common bond to hold together not only 
boys and masters, but master and master. 
One amazing example of this is the tradi- 
tion that “‘you mustn’t let your house 
down.” So persistent is this tradition that 
it has direct influence upon the management 
of the Day Schools even though the actual 
boarding house does not exist in these 
schools. Such a tradition and such a 
sentiment of course fosters small group 
consciousness and has direct bearing upon 
the maintenance of a professional attitude 
among the masters. Teaching is the English 

schoolman’s “‘house” and if he is a real and 
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rue “old boy,” and he usually is, he will 
not let his house down. 


This professional attitude manifests itself 
in a great variety of ways among the school- 
men, but perhaps in none more representa- 
tive than in their comment when one of 
their number changes from one position to 
another. The focus of their thought and 
remarks is almost invariably upon a dis- 
cussion of whether the new place will offer 
the colleague an equal opportunity with the 
old to stamp his personality upon boy life. 
A colleague’s success is discussed and 
measured upon the basis of a master’s ability 
and opportunity to develop boy personality. 
If one goes from a smaller to a larger school, 
discussion will center around whether the 
personality of the man is vigorous enough 
and large enough to reach out and touch the 
larger group. If a master has a chance to 
pass to a headship he considers whether he 
can best work with sixth form boys or if he 
has characteristics which make him a 
better man for lower forms because he 
knows and appreciates these younger boys 
better. In brief, change to a position 
“higher up” is not a criterion of success. 
The measure of professional approval is 
the degree to which a colleague draws out 
and develops boy personality. Change to a 
higher rank or to a larger school is not con- 
sidered by the English secondary school- 
master as of necessity an advancement. He 
says, and he really means, that there must 
be an accompanying improved opportunity 
to reach and influence boys; and he knows 
very well that a large school or a higher 
rank does not always by any means carry 
this improved opportunity. With all the 
love for pomp, and rank, and ceremony, and 
power, which is the natural heritage of 
every Englishman, the secondary school- 
master has developed a fine professional 
spirit and has kept artificial distinctions 
out of it. 


It is quite evident that this professional 
spirit and attitude is not identical with the 
prevailing professional tone and outlook in 
the United States. Who shall say whether 
the difference is one of kind or of quality? 
If the latter, by what criteria shall it be 
evaluated? 
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Report on Certain Phases of the Educational 
Guidance Program Now in Use at the 


University of Southern California 


Prominent Features of Guidance Programs. 

It is here assumed that the full responsibil- 
ity to the freshman entrant on the part of the 
administrative officers of a University is not 
discharged during the registration days of 
the first semester of college attendance. A 
growing recognition of this obligation is 
evidenced by the increasing number of 
institutions in which programs of guidance 
are followed, provisions are made for 
“Freshman Week,” psychological tests are 
given, orientation classes are conducted, all 
to the end that freshman entrants may be 
inducted more adequately into the first 
semester of college work. 


The program for “Freshman Week”’ is 
fraught with certain demonstrated possi- 
bilities in terms of guidance to college 
entrants. This ““Week” has been included 
in the calendar of the University of Southern 
California, and was carried out for the first 
time duritig the fall of 1925. The successes 
attained and changes suggested for the 
program of ensuing years, though worthy 
of treatment, are not considered in this 
report. 

The present program for the orientation 
classes calls for a semester of required work, 
giving one unit of credit. Among the topics 
considered under the direction of staff 
members in the orientation course for the 
present semester are the following: 


1. The Value of Training the Mind— 
President R. B. von Kleinsmid. 


2. The Mind and Its Work—Dean Karl 
T. Waugh. 


3. The Use of the Library—Miss Charlotte 


Brown, Librarian. 


Frank C. Touton 


4. The Thorndike Examination for High 
School Graduates—Dr. Frank C. Touton. 


5. Twelve Great Human Values—Dr: 
John G. Hill. 


6. How to Judge Values in Human Situ- 
ations—Dr. John G. Hill. 


7. Elements of Success—Dr. John G. Hill. 


8. Training for Leadership—Dr. Albert S. 
Raubenheimer. 


g. Improved Reading Habits—Dr. Frank 
C. Touton. 


1o. Our Debt to Ancient Civilization— 
Dr. Clarence M. Case. 


11. The Meaning of Evolution—Dr. John 
G. Hill. 


The Problem and Material Used. It is the 
chief purpose of this report to give in some 
detail an outline of the program of Educa- 
tional Guidance which is made possible 
through a distinct departure and new use 
of the results obtained from the Thorndike 
Examination for High School graduates. 
The program is well under way and the 
successes already attained indicate further 
possibilities in the use of these test results 
which are almost certain to bring into the 
Educational Program for the lower division 
college students those features of the 
Educational Measurement Program which 
have been only recently incorporated into 
the best secondary school practice. Data 
for this phase of our study are received 
through the use of the Thorndike Examina- 
tion for High School Graduates (New 
Series), as recorded on sheets of which the 
following is typical. 
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
For Group..A B CD E T 
Quintile 
Placement.. 2 3 1 1 4 2 
Name P G L Age 18 Date Sept. 10, 1925 
Last First Middle 


Recom. 
PsycHoLocicaL Test Recorp Standard Ent.Units 


Total Thorn- 
dike Exam. 


. Trans’d Sc. 70 
Possible 


THORNDIKE INTELLIGENCE EXAMINATION Part ITY Part IIM Part IIIS 
Score 


GROUP Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 
Reading Comprehension 


For Group A 


A. READING 
CoMPREHENSION 


PNA 


Synonyms 
Word Selection 
B. Lincurstic ABILITY Sentence Completion 
Sentence Completion 
Sentence Completion 

For Group B 
Arithmetic Mechanics 
Arithmetic Problems 
Number Relationships 


Algebra 

For Group C 
Following Directions 
Following Directions 


C. MATHEMATICAL ABILITY 


Od dO NIA 


D. Fottow1nc Directions 
47 


E. GENERAL INFORMATION 


1 
4 
5 
6 


For Group E 


Freshman Entrants: Percentile Scores: 7 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
de) Sa re Med_... P25 


For Group of Med_...P25 


A secondary consideration in this report on a modified guidance program will be 
is the presentation of the outline of the made later in the present academic year. 


‘study now under way, through which The data for this phase of the study are 


information is sought on the importance of secured through approximately six hundred 
other factors than intelligence in condition- replies made by college freshman to ques- 
ing college scholastic success. An adequate tionnaires devised for this purpose. A 
report on these factors, with the suggestions typical student reply is here given. 


Name T- J A Date, Dec. 5, 1925 Age, 21 Yrs., 1 Mo. 
Last First Middle 
Local Address, 351 §. C———— St. Phone, D—— 1234 
Permanent Address, Same 
Factors INFLUENCING THE CoLLEGE ScHoLastic Recorp 
1. How many hours per week do you give, in your college program, to classroom work and preparation therefor? 35 
2. How much time has intervened since you were last regularly enrolled in school? 2 years 


3. Do you have difficulty in the comprehension of such English paragraphs as appear in a daily newspaper? No 
If so, is this due to a short residence in the United States? 


4. If you live at home, how many hours per week are required of you for home duties? 3 hours 
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5. Give the nature of the work and hours per week required for self-support exclusive of those in 4 above. 
I sometimes work all day Sunday, selling Real Estate 


6. Are you in good health? 
examination? My left ear. 


Yes, apparently Were physical defects recorded at the time of your last physical 
Have steps been taken to correct the observed defects? None 


7. List the organized athletic activities in which you participate, with hours per week devoted to each: Am out 
for frosh swimming team and spend four hours working for it 
8. List your special interests such as drawing, debating, music, dramatics, journalism, etc., with hours per week 
. devoted to each: Radio and Science, about 5 hours 
9. List your amusements, such as movies, dancing, parties, etc., with the hours per week devoted to each: 


Movies, 8 hours; Radio, 5 hours 


10. 


None 


week devoted to each: DeMolay, 1 hour 


12. List the subjects in your college program in order of greatest interest to you: 


. List the class groups, clubs, fraternities, and societies in which membership is held, with hours devoted to each: 


. List religious and social organizations, not included above, in which you hold membership, with hours per 


1 Economics; 2 Econ. History; 


3 Accounting; 4 Orientation; 5 English; 6 Spanish : 
13. List the above subjects in order of thé success which you expect to achieve in them: 1 Econ. History; 


2 Accounting; 3 Economics; 4 Orientation; 


5 Spanish; 6 English 


14. Underline the hours which you usually devote to sleep: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.; or 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.; or 12 m to 7 a.m., 
or state your usual practice J get up at 7 a.m. every day and go to bed any time from 10 p.m. tol a.m. 


scholastic abilities? 


In what ways, if any, does your performance in the Thorndike Entrance Examination fail to reveal your 
I was very nervous because I thought it meant my getting in U. S. C. or not. 


16. Is your scholastic record influenced by other factors than those mentioned above? Yes Ifso, what J spend 
about as much time trying to make up my mind to study as I do studying. I think the professors should try 


to make the subjects more interesting 


The foregoing questions have been read and answered to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


Signed J. 4. T———— 


(Space for additional comments is given on the back of this sheet) 


This feature of the guidance program 
involves a critical study of other factors 
than mental ability which influence the 
scholastic success of freshman students. 
Among the factors which are now being 
studied are the hours spent by the students 
in their lecture-study programs, the length 
of time elapsed since last school enrollment, 
English language handicaps, home duties, 
time required for self-support, health, or- 
ganized athletic activities, special interests, 
such as drawing, music, debating, journal- 
ism, etc.; time given to amusements such 
as parties, movies, dancing; membership in 
religious and social organizations, college 
scholastic interests and probable success, 
time and hours given to sleep, etc. 


Previous Uses of the Thorndike Tests. For 
the past three years freshman entrants at 
the University of Southern California have 
taken the Thorndike Intelligence Examina- 
tion for High School Graduates as an 
entrance requirement. In certain cases 
where the tests have revealed an evident 
lack of equipment for scholastic success, 
students have been denied admission. A 
limited use has been made of these test 
results in advising students on matters of 
scholarship. The chief use of these test 


results has been that of providing data for 
studies of the essential relationship between 
mental ability and scholarship grades. 
These studies, though significant, have 
not shown correlation high enough to be 
convincing, nor have they been particularly 
helpful except in a general way. Among the 
items which might be mentioned here are 
the close correlation between scholarship 
scores in mathematics and science with the 
Thorndike test score, and the low correla- 
tion between scholarship scores in English 
and the social sciences with the Thorndike 
scores. These low correlations may be due 
to several causes. The following have been 


suggested by the study. Though the in-: 


struction in English and the social sciences 
may be on par with that of mathematics and 
the natural sciences, the methods applied 
in measuring student success are probably 
less objective and definite. Again, it may 
be true that the total Thorndike score, being 
a composite score, is of less value in pre- 
dicting college success in a given subject 
than are the scores on certain parts of the 
test. 

Present Procedure. Previous to the current 


year, special consideration has been given 
to the total test scores as prognostic of 
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scholastic ability. The present program 
includes an analysis of the total examination 
into units which indicate capacity along 
several lines, each significant to a particular 
phase of scholastic success. Those familiar 
with the Thorndike New Series Tests will 
recall that the series includes twenty-three 
separate units. A close examination of the 
several parts reveals the fact that these 
twenty-three units can be grouped into five 
categories, as follows: 

A. Reading Comprehension 

B. Language Usage 

C. Mathematics 

D. Following Printed Directions 

E. General Information. 

It is this grouping of test units, so as to 
provide a basis on which to determine evi- 
dent abilities and handicaps, that is basic 
to one of the features of the guidance pro- 
gram in progress at the University of 
Southern California for the current year. 


For each of the several divisions into 
which the twenty-three Thorndike test 
units are grouped, distributions have been 
made of the student scores into five sections 
equal in size. The divisions, thus deter- 
mined, are designated “quintile place- 
ments” and are numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and § 
respectively; 1 indicates placement in the 
highest fifth of the class group; 2, in the 
second fifth, etc. When the quintile place- 
ments are determined for each of the five 
abilities: Reading Comprehension, Language 
Usage, Mathematics, Following Printed 
Directions, and General Information, these 
records were sent by the President’s office 
to the several students and to their instruc- 
tors. Quintile placements were determined 
for the total scores also. These, however, 
are a matter of office record and are given 
to students and instructors in exceptional 
cases only. 

Reports to Faculty. The quintile placement 


records sent to the several lower division 
instructors were of the following form: 


(ConFIDENTIAL Report TO LowER 
Division InstRucTORS) 


Quintile Placements of Freshman En- 
trants (February ’25 and September °25) 


in certain abilities as shown by the Thorn- 
dike Examination for High School Gradu- 
ates. 


‘The numbers given below indicate quin- 
tile placements in the following abilities: 


A, Reading Comprehension; B, Language 
Usage; C, Mathematics; D, Following 
Directions; and E, General Information. 


(The list for the freshman class of this 
year included 1088 names.) 


Along with the list of quintile placement 
records on the five abilities, a communica- 
tion was sent to these instructors, from 
which the following suggestions are quoted: 


“On this list and to the right of each name 
appear numbers which designate the several 
quintile placements (positions in fifths of 
the class group) for each student as deter- 
minded from the scores of that student in 
each of the five abilities on which informa- 
tion is gained through this examination. 


“Tt is suggested that instructors of Lower 
Division classes transfer from the appended 
list to their class record books the numbers 
which indicate the quintile placements for 
students enrolled in their several classes. 
Certain suggestions by instructors growing 
out of a study of the records here given 
should ‘help the student to help himself.’ 


“Each student on the list has received 
from the President’s Office a report similar 
to the one given below: 


A. 
A—John R....... iy 
A—Melvin....... 3 2 4 3 ‘ 
A—Harry,....... 
A—Virginia...... 
A 3 BD 
B—Kenneth..... 4 5 4 3 : 
B—Robert....... 4+ 3 3 § 
B—G. M......... 2 2 2 4 
B—Howard...... 2,4 I I = 
B—Howard M... 3 8 
B—Lorne........ 
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OFrricE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Los Angeles 

Educational Secretary October 9, 1925 


P You will doubtless recall that at the time 
of your entrance to the University of 
Southern California you took, as one of 
your entrance requirements, the Thorndike 
Examination for High School Graduates. 
The scores made by you in the several parts 
of that examination, when compared with 
and expressed in terms of the scores made 
by the members of your class, show that 
you held the following quintile placements 
in the abilities on which information was 
given through the examination: 

Ability by type Aone 
Quintile Placement?’ 2 3 I § 

The above record is to be interpreted as 
follows: 

A designates ability in Reading Compre- 
hension. 

B designates ability in Language Usage. 

C designates ability in Mathematics. 

D designates ability in Following Direc- 
tions. 

E designates ability in General Informa- 
tion. 

I indicates placement in the highest fifth 
of the class group in the ability designated; 
2, in the second fifth; 3, in the middle fifth; 
4, in the fourth fifth; and 5, in the lowest 
fifth. 

A study of your record as given above 
should suggest to you the need for the use 
and for the improvement of certain of the 
abilities which you possess. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frank C. Touton, 
Educational Secretary 

“The numbers indicating the several 
quintile placements of the student referred 
to above show that he excels at least three- 
fifths of his class group in “Reading Compre- 
hension,” that he is in the middle group in 
“Language Usage,” that he is of average 
ability in “Following Directions,” and that 
in “General Information” he is in the lowest 
fifth of his class group. 
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“That this student is equipped to gain a 
higher placement among his fellow students 
in “General Information” seems reasonable 
for he is well above average ability in 
“‘Readsng Comprehension” and is superior 
to at least four-fifths of his class in his grasp 
of quantitative situations as shown by his 
score in the Mathematics tests of the 
examination. 

“The placements show further that a real 
mastery of course work of an enriched type 
should be expected of him in subject matter 
which calls for a large use of “Reading 
Comprehension” and “Mathematics,” that 
he should be encouraged and directed by 
his instructors to improve in “Language 
Usage” and in “Following Directions” as 
given on the printed page; and finally that 
suggestions should be made by his several 
instructors leading to more certain grasp of 
facts commonly classified as “General In- 
formation.” 

“The placements are based on _ the 
successes of our Freshman Entrants in 
twenty-three different tests which have 
been grouped so as to reveal to the student 
and to his instructors the several degrees of 
mastery possessed by him in certain basic 
abilities which condition or enhance his 
scholastic success. On the record of a given 
student the instructors will, of course, give 
emphasis and interpretations differing ac- 
cording to the need for utilization of the 
several abilities in the mastery of the several 
types of subject matter taught. For ex- 
ample, an instructor in Modern Languages 
will doubtless give first consideration to 
evident abilities or handicaps in “Language 
Usage;” an instructor in Economics may 
place less stress on the reports on “Language 
Usage” and more on “Reading Compre- 
hension” and ‘General Information;” an 
instructor in Mathematics wili doubtless 
give less attention to placements in ““Lan- 
guage Usage” and “General Information,” 
giving more attention to those in “Mathe- 
matics,” “Following Directions,” etc. Each 
instructor will therefore stimulate, encourage 
and assist with special reference to the need 
for the several abilities in the mastery of 
the subject matter of his courses.” 

From a second communication to these 
instructors, the following is quoted: 
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“Several members of our faculty have 
reported the fact that a close correspond- 
ence has been observed between achieve- 
ment as predicted for a subject from one or 
more of the quintile placement records and 
the student’s success in a given course. 
While we should not be influenced in mark- 
ing our students by these records, we may 
well use them in directing the work of 
students that they may be stimulated to 
achieve up to their capacities. 

“This office has observed that not a few 
of the low placement records are due to the 
fact that certain students lack a command 
of the English language or have been out of 
school for several years. These records 
show the condition of the tools which such 
students will employ and suggest that 
instructors examine closely the equipment 
of students having low quintile placement 
records and assist in removing the tempo- 
rary handicaps under which certain students 
work and will continue to work unless 
remedial measures are taken. 

“Again it has been reported by a member 
of the faculty that quintile placement 
records in mathematics are recorded on his 
class seating chart and guide him in his 
questioning of students by suggesting the 
general level of attainment and the type of 
class response which may be expected by 
each student. This suggestion has wide 
application, the particular placement records 
used varying with the subject matter of the 
course. 

“This office will be pleased to receive 
suggestions made by the members of our 
faculty as to specific uses which are made, 
or as to the difficulties which are encoun- 
tered, in the use of quintile placement 
records in the direction of students.” 

In the student’s report quoted above, 
Placement....... 
it should be noted that evidence is at hand 
on the unequal preparation for the several 
types of scholastic work. Another inter- 
esting item concerning the record of this 
student is the fact not there reported that 
the placement of his total score among the 
scores of his fellow students was such as to 
give him a general placement in the fourth 
quintile. If this student had received the 
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report “4th quintile placement” and if this 
report had been sent to his instructor, 
neither student nor instructor would have 
been correctly informed on the condition 
of two of the very important tools which 
condition success in college, namely: Read- 
ing Comprehension, and Mathematics. Real 
superiority is possessed by this student in 
these two traits, yet his score in “General 
Information” was so low as to conceal the 
superior ability in Reading and Mathe- 
matics. A record on general capacity for 
college work may be meaningful; yet 
reports on the several abilities as given in 
these quintile placement diagnostic records 
reveal special abilities and disabilities. 
Certain it is, that instructors in English 
and Mathematics would have been mislead 
had they been given the general quintile 
placement record of “4” rather than the 
specific records of 2, 3, ; 1. 

Discussion with Student Groups. That 
freshmen students might have a better 
basis for the interpretation of their several 
quintile placement records, this topic was 
discussed at length with them in their 
orientation classes where opportunity is 
given as well for the asking of pertinent 
questions. In these meetings students 
report that they become conscious, as never 
before, of their own abilities and handicaps 
and in these meetings were born new reso- 
lusions to use to the full, superior capacities 
possessed, and to perfect skills where 
evidence of relative inferiority was present. 

Again, the director of this guidance 
program met with the freshmen in their 
orientation classes and discussed with them 
the value of skill in Reading Comprehen- 
sion, the nature of bad reading habits, and 
the means of better ability in thought get- 
ting from the printed page. Here students 
were urged to read silently, to seek answers 
to known or obvious questions, or if neces- 
sary to frame and answer questions which 
the writer of the paragraph intended to 
convey. Rapid reading, the wider per- 
ceptional span, the need for rhythmic eye 
movements, and the possibility of improve- 
ment in silent reading were given thought- 
ful consideration by students. 

An Intense Study of a Special Group. 
With a full realization that no one yet 
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knows all of the factors that should be con- 
sidered in the problem of Educational 
Guidance, President von Kleinsmid has 
authorized an exhaustive study of these 
factors and their respective weights with a 
sizeable group of freshman entrants. The 
group selected consists of approximately 
150 individuals constituting the lowest 
seventh of the freshman class as determined 
from the Thorndike Intelligence Examina- 
tion scores. That this study might be made 
possible, a graduate research fellowship has 
been created and to it has been assigned a 
graduate student who is now working to- 
ward his doctorate degree. To this prob- 
lem, also, many hours of the writer’s time 
and of that of his statistical assistant are 
devoted. 

The significance of the problem of guid- 
ance in the case of college student is clearly 
set forth in the following excerpt from the 
Annual Report of the Dean of Columbia 
College, 1925: 

“The difficulty in obtaining significant 
information about our students is respon- 
sible for a policy of dealing with those with 
poor records which merits a word of expla- 
nation. The reason for a poor college record 
may be simple or complex. Some combina- 
tion of poor preparation, low intelligence, 
lack of money, poor judgment in extra- 
curricular work, ill health, family trouble, 
falling in love and laziness, is responsible 
for most poor academic work. Some of 
these ills are remediable, and do not mean 
that the boy is an undesirable. But the 
diagnosis must be made, unless we make 
and adhere to a rule that failure in a certain 
number of courses means elimination from 
College, regardless of the reason. Of course, 
the easiest way is to make a rule and abide 
by it, without going into any circumstances 
back of the returns. Such a ‘procedure 
usually accompanies a consciousness of 
great virtue in holding up high academic 
standards. In my opinion more appropri- 
ate emotion would be one of humiliation for 
not possessing either the ability or the will 
to perform with greater intelligence one’s 
obligation to the students under one’s 
charge. Students who fail in Columbia 
College are not dropped by rule. Every 


effort is made to find out the reason back 
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of the trouble, and, if possible, to remedy it.” 

In the study reported on in this paper, it 
is not assumed that students in the Fresh- 
man and Sophomore classes are responsible 
and mature persons who are quite able to 
direct their own paths through the begin- 
ning years of a college experience. We are, 
therefore, gathering and using data on high 
school success in the several subjects, on 
the Thorndike scores in the several units of 
the test, on factors other than intelligence 
and school records which bear on the college 
scholastic success. 

These data are used in conference with 
the members of the group of freshmen. In 
addition, six-weeks and nine-weeks scholar- 
shop reports are sent to us by instructors 
with whom the members of this group have 
done unsatisfactory work. With these 
data before us, conferences are had with 
students and such advice is given as the 
data seem to warrant on ways and means of 
attaining a higher degree of scholastic 
success. 

Within a reasonable time after these 
conferences, reports are requested of all of 
the instructors with whom these students 
work. It may be said here that thus far 
the results of the counseling seems to justify 
the efforts put forth. 

Reports to High School Principals Made 
on the Scholastic Preparation of Freshman 
Entrants. The following is a copy of a letter 
which has been sent to the High School 
Principals in California whose schools have 
graduates numbered among our entrants of 
the past two years. 

January 12, 1926 
To Principale of Senior High Schools 
in California: 
Gentlemen: 

It is our belief that you and your faculties 
will be interested in certain features of the 
program of Educational Guidance now used 
at the University of Southern California, 
since through this program an attempt is 
made to utilize in collegiate instruction 
those Principles of Educational Procedure 
which have recently found an accepted 
place in the methods used in our most 
progressive secondary schools. 

As you doubtless know, freshman en- 
trants at our University for the past three 
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years have taken, as an entrance require- 
ment, the Thorndike Intelligence Examina- 
tion for High School Graduates. This 
practice is employed by nearly one hundred 
colleges and universities at the present time, 
in some of which students are informed of 
their examination scores, while in a majority 
of cases the examination scores are a matter 
of official record only. 

The essentially new feature of our guid- 
ance program is that of grouping the results 
of the several tests in the entrance examina- 
tion, which requires three hours, in such a 
way as to give to each student such infor- 
mation as the examination affords on his 
present equipment for scholastic success. 
This grouping of the results of the twenty- 
three tests gives to each student his rating 
in five abilities. Through comparison of 
his scores with those attained by all of the 
members of his group of entrants, his posi- 
tion in this large group is determined. The 
report given the student includes his 
quintile placement records (positions in 
fifths of the class group) in each of the five 
following abilities: 

A. Reading Comprehension 

B. Language Usage 

C. Mathematics 

D. Following Printed Directions 

E. General Information 

A report, typical of those given students, 
is appended to this communication. These 
reports are sent to entrants as soon as the 
tests can be scored and the placements 
determined. 

Shortly thereafter the quintile-placement 
records for the entire freshman class are 
sent to all instructors of lower division 
classes with the suggestion that evidence of 
superior ability on the part of a student 
calls for high-grade achievement while 
evidence of meager equipment calls for 
diagnostic and remedial treatment, to the 
end that handicaps may be removed and 
the maximum of college scholastic success 
made probable. 

From our records it is possible at this 
time to report to you, for those graduates 
of your school now enrolled among the 
members of our freshman and sophomore 
classes, the quintile-placement records in 
the abilities mentioned above. These place- 
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ments, if desired by you for school use, will 
be recorded after the names of your gradu- 
ates on the lists which you send to us. It 
should be borne in mind that the place- 
ments reported indicate the relative initial 
equipments of students for college scholastic 
success as expressed in terms of the abilities 
shown by the members of sizeable groups of 
entering freshmen. These groups in each 
case number approximately one thousand 
students. Since the equipment here re- 
ported conditions the achievement of college 
scholastic success along lines in which we 
are confident that the several departments 
of your school have a real interest, it has 
been decided to offer to contributing 
secondary schools upon request such infor- 
mation on the several items of student 
equipment as our files now contain. 
Assuring you of our desire to assist in 
every way possible, to the end that students 
from secondary schools may succeed in 
college in proportion to their several 
capacities, both through stimulating able 
students to higher endeavor and in removing 
the handicaps found in the scholastic equip- 
ment of those less well prepared, I am 
Frank C. Touton, Educ. Sec’y 


To the above letter many responses have 
been made, which express on the part of 
the high school principals a deep interest 
in the equipment for scholastic success in 
college shown by the graduates of their high 
schools, especially when the preparation is 
expressed in terms of that shown by a size- 
able group of college entrants. Because of 
the interest expressed in the replies received, 
placement record lists have been compiled 
for entrants by the school from which they 
were graduated. These lists have been 
forwarded to the California High School 
Principals. 


Resume. In the foregoing discussion, 
mention is made of the fact that University 
authorities are becoming increasingly con- 
scious of their obligation to provide ade- 
quate guidance for lower division college 
students. Such guidance programs include 
the “Freshman Week,” the use of Psy- 
chological Test results, Orientation classes, 
faculty advisement, etc. A presentation, 
in some detail, is made of a new and diag- 
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nostic use of the Thorndike Intelligence 
Examination results. This analysis makes 
possible a report on student equipment 
which includes quintile-placement in Read- 
ing Comprehension, Language Usage, 
Mathematics, Following Printed Directions, 
and General Information. Suggestions are 
also given showing the manner in which 
both students and instructors may make the 
maximum use of these data on student 
equipment for scholastic success. Con- 


sideration is given to the nature of the 
procedure used in carrying on as an educa- 


tional experiment an intensive guidance 
program for a selected group of freshmen 
entrants. Finally, a communication to 
High School Principals is quoted, which 
indicates the willingness of college authori- 
ties in the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, to report on the initial equipments 
shown by High School Graduates as ex- 
pressed in terms of the equipments of a 
sizeable group of college entrants. Such 
reports for all entrants from California High 
Schools have been mailed to the principals 
of these schools. 
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History and Progress 


N the perturbed and shaken world in 

which we move today, one may steady 
himself by contemplating the pointings of 
history. Antecedent courses of events bear 
upon the present social and political situa- 
tion, and carry prophecies touching the 
prospects of mankind. Historical material 
is complex and voluminous. Its mass would 
tax encyclopaedias. Its diversity, its 
mottled hue, its dissidence and contra- 
riety, its way of seething when constrained, 
and boiling over when compressed, embar- 
rass the attempt to draw its total pertinency 
within the meshes of an argument. The 
entire significance of history will not be 
harnessed to the proof of any definite thesis. 
The day of such attempts has passed by, or 


is not yet. 
Henry Osborn Taylor 
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